


DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Well, 2020 is turning out to be quite a year. Pretty much every one of us has 
had unexpected changes come into our lives, whether we wanted them or not. 
We wonder if we’ll still have a job, or wonder how to do it remotely, we miss 
seeing friends and family, some are fearful, and what the ‘new normal’ is going 
to be, hasn’t come into view yet. 

For each of those who walked the plains, whatever year they made the cross-
ing, whether 1847, 1856, or the last company in 1869, that year was their year of 
uncertainty, leaving family and friends, and heading into a ‘new normal’ that 
no one could describe. Some were fearful, some were excited for a new adven-
ture, some--like the clerks and coal miners of England--had to learn frontier 
skills they’d never imagined; like yoking oxen and repairing a wagon or a 
handcart.

As we watch this staging of “The Trail of Dreams,” performed in a different way 
than we ever would have imagined when we began rehearsals last school year, 
it’s nice to know that we aren’t the first to have to make adjustments to our 
expectations, learn new ways of living, learn to lean on our faith. And it’s nice 
to have these forerunners of faith call to us from the past, reminding us that 
no matter what obstacles we face, in the end, “All is Well! All is Well!”

“The Trail Of Dreams” is the story of a people - our people - which is best told 
in their own words, words which you will hear quoted from the journals and 
writings of 60 of those pioneers; recording their difficulties, their joys, their 
hopes and especially their dreams of Zion. The musical was originally commis-
sioned for the 1997 Sesquicentennial celebration of the arrival of the pioneers 
in the Great Salt Lake Valley and premiered at UVU’s Ragan Theater.

President Gordon B. Hinkley said, “Stories of the beleaguered Saints and of 
their suffering and death will be repeated again and again. … Stories of their 
rescue need to be repeated again and again. They speak of the very essence 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. I will never get over being thankful to them; I 
hope you never get over being thankful to them. I hope that we will always 
remember them. … Let us read again and again, and read to our children or our 
children’s children, the accounts of those who suffered so much.” 

Full disclosure....The Trail Of Dreams is my favorite musical, not only because 
of the wonderful men who wrote it, but because of what I felt in my heart as 
I performed in it myself many years ago. Many of the students at American 
Heritage descend from the pioneers portrayed in this show. I’m hoping that 
they, too, will be inspired by the lives of these people - their people. 

Johanne Perry
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