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I N T R O D U C T I O N

American Heritage School has grown to become a flourishing K–12 
private school serving thousands of families not just in American Fork, 

Utah, but in homeschools in all 50 states and over 60 
countries.  As exciting as our physical growth has been, 
our vision for the future depends more than ever upon 
touching individual hearts with the light of Christ and His 
teachings. 

This book is a witness of the love and sacrifice that 
has been the hallmark of so many devoted teachers, 
administrators, trustees, and parents who have bent their 
strength for the school through the years.  The historical 
archiving and compilation necessary for a publication of 
this scope was a long-term undertaking by Tammy Morse, 
who like so many at the school, has given her heart and 

soul to this work.  As we move courageously into our next 50 years, with 
its almost unimaginable opportunities and challenges, it is our prayer 
that we may do it with a renewed sense of purpose and unity about our 
mission, with love for God and all mankind, and with faith in every 
footstep!

Sincerely,

Honoring O ur Past,  C elebrating O ur P resent,  Building O ur Fu ture

Grant Beckwith, the school’s ninth 
principal (2005–present).

ix

 emembering is a beautiful and powerful exercise.   Like standing 
on a mountain top, we transcend present circumstances and 

see them in proper context.  We see not only the way that 
we have come, but we have a clear sense for our present 
place in the world, and a heavenly view of the horizon 
toward which we continue to travel.

Remembering does something else.  It reminds us of how 
deeply connected we are to those who went before us, and 
what an integral part each of us play in “His story.”  We 
see our own hopes and dreams reflected in faces of the 
past. For all our mistakes and imperfections, we begin to 
see each other a little differently, a little more like a loving 
and forgiving Father in Heaven must see us.  In the closing 
chapter of the Book of Mormon, an invitation to remember 
is combined with a particular purpose: “that ye would remember how 
merciful the Lord hath been unto the children of men, from the creation 
of Adam even down until the time that ye shall receive these things, and 
ponder it in your hearts.” (Moroni 10:3) 

As we ponder the Lord’s tender mercies toward our school community as 
illustrated in the pages of this remarkable 50th Anniversary publication, 
we “stand all amazed!”  Since 1970, with an enrollment of 85 students, 

“This mission is larger than all of us, and we need to step up to the challenge. Where this might all 
go, and what can become of this institution, is yet to be seen.  It is for us to be worthy of it, and to 
allow the hand of the Lord to guide us in what He knows is best.” 

                                                                                                — Gaylord Swim, Building Dedication, 2002  





 hen the BYU Training School closed in 1968, Dr. H. Verlan Andersen 
met with a group of other BYU professors and parents with the intent 

of establishing a private school. They desired to have their children’s academic 
learning enhanced and enlightened by principles of morality, religion, liberty, and 
patriotism. Finding a building was a priority.  Dr. Andersen conveyed to Elder 
Ezra Taft Benson (who would become the 13th president of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints in 1985) their interest in locating a building suitable for 
the school. Elder Benson indicated that an old LDS church in Pleasant Grove was 
for sale and that Dr. Andersen would have to move quickly to get it. Dr. Andersen 
and his wife met with the LDS Church officials responsible for the disposition of 
the building. A contract was signed, and the Andersens paid $1,000 down on it. It 
took most of their savings—and they still had a mortgage to pay on the building—
but they were elated to have successfully obtained a location for the school. They 
knew the Lord had blessed them. The building and property they acquired was 
the old Pleasant Grove Second Ward Chapel. It had been erected in 1930 and was 
used as an LDS chapel for almost 50 years. These are the founding board members 
who enabled the survival of the school: Verlan and Shirley Andersen, Glenna 
Peterson, Geneve Cornell, Steve Pratt, Harold Western, Joe Ferguson, Dr. Eldred 
Johnson, Hans Andersen, Dr. Gary Beus, Elgin Ward, James and LaDawn Jacob, 
Conrad and Jan Dunn, Dr. Smith Broadbent, Allen Keith, Alan Palmer, and many 

dedicated spouses.

IN THE 
BEGINNING

A Heritage to Hold, A Future to Build  |  CHAPTER ONE

IN GOD WE TRUST
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(1) BYU Training School closes in 1968.  (2) AHS Trustee Joe 
Ferguson with President Ezra Taft Benson.  (3) $1,000 down 
payment on the Pleasant Grove Second Ward chapel.  
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“The house of the righteous shall stand.”

he doors of American Heritage 
School were first opened on August 

31, 1970, with an enrollment of 85 students. 
Alan Keith was the first principal. Shirley 
Andersen, Glenna Peterson, Mabel Barlow, 
Velma Keith, and Geneve Cornell were among 
the first teachers making major contributions 
to the success and stability of the school.  The 
teachers and staff were paid only what was left 
after the other expenses of the school were 
paid.  But this was not a deterrent for the 
teachers and founders of American Heritage 
School. They came with the primary intent of 
enlightening the children’s hearts and minds, 
and they knew that great personal sacrifice 
would be required. 

The Pleasant Grove Review ·  Thu, Sep 3, 1970 ·  Page 1

https://www.newspapers.com/image/554243399 Downloaded on Jun 15, 2019

Copyright © 2019 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

Dr. H. Verlan and Shirley Andersen

“IN GOD 
WE TRUST”

Ours is a Christian nation. The men 
who founded our Republic adopted 
as our national motto: “In God we 
Trust." 

It is the school’s purpose to instill 
such a trust and faith in the children 
who attend the school.

THE PLEASANT GROVE REVIEW · SEPTEMBER 1970

Stained glass window above the entrance to the school.
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Mrs. Andersen’s 1st Grade Class
(1972–73)
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Mrs. Keith & Mrs. Barlow’s 3rd Grade Class 
(1974–75)

Mrs. Hatton’s 2nd Grade Class 
(1973–74)

Mrs. Cornell’s 6th Grade Class
(1973–74)

Mrs. Cornell’s 5th Grade Class

(1975–76)

I remember helping my parents get the old 
church building ready for school—knocking 
down walls and painting.  Those first years 
were not easy times.  There was talk of 
how many students would enroll, would 
there be enough?  We were a struggling, 

poor school for many years.  I could not have imagined it 
would ever become what it has become.  

            — Dean Andersen, Alumnus
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Combined Class Grades 7–12 
(1973–74)

“The curriculum offers Music, Band, Art, Typing, Penmanship, Home Economics, Shop, and Phys. Ed. 
In addition, a strong Language Arts program with phonetic emphasis, Math, History, Geography, and Science 

are taught.” (American Fork Citizen, Aug. 1973)

CHAPTER ONE  In The Beginning

My mom (Glenna Peterson) 
was asked by Verlan and 
Shirley Andersen to join 
them in efforts to form a 
private school.   

During the summer months leading up to the 
very first opening of the school, our family spent 
day after day repairing the old church.  The old 
gym was split into three classrooms and walls 
were built, along with an office at the top of the 
front stairs. 

That first year of school we lived in Holladay 
(SLC) and commuted every day in a large station 
wagon.  We'd leave early in the morning (5:45 
a.m.) and pick up a number of kids along the way 
as a favor to their parents.  There were a total 
of 13 kids in that old car.  The modern-day I-15 
didn't exist at the time, and the commute was a 
long series of poorly maintained roads. 

We eventually moved to Pleasant Grove, renting 
the house immediately west of the school.  
Every morning we went early to shovel coal into 
the boiler and get the building warmed up for 
the students.  Every day after school was over, 
we vacuumed every classroom and cleaned the 
bathrooms (sinks, mirrors, urinal and toilets). 

It was a fantastic day of excitement when our 
dirt playground was paved and two basketball 
standards put in.  We were excited to help paint 
all the lines.  Other banner days included the 
installation of an actual swing set, followed the 
next year by monkey bars.  I was in heaven!

I have hundreds of other memories and feel that 
my mom gave her all to the school at its most 
critical times.

 — David Peterson, Alumnus

Combined Class Grades 8–12 
(1974–75)
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ne of the most important traditions 
at the school is the annual Patriotic 

Program. Geneve Cornell, a talented and 
inspired 5th grade teacher, was asked by 
Shirley Andersen to write the script for a 
new patriotic program to be presented for 
the first time on April 19, 1974. Elder Ezra 
Taft Benson attended the school’s inaugural 
program, titled “The Spirit of America 
Speaks." 

It was presented with all 150 students from 
the school participating. Through the years, 
community members have continued to 
come together at American Heritage School 
for this truly one-of-a-kind program, which 
has grown to become a powerful musical 
and theatrical reenactment by kindergarten 
through eighth grade students and faculty 
focusing on the divine role of Providence in 
our nation’s history. 

The Spirit of America Speaks
THE DAILY HERALD, FEBRUARY 1976 THE DAILY HERALD, APRIL 1988

HISTORY 
TEACHER
HONORED

  Geneve Cornell, the director of American 
Heritage School in Pleasant Grove, 
has been named as outstanding teacher 
of  American History for 1988 by the 
Daughters of the American Revolution.

      She wrote the patriotic program, 
“The Spirit of America Speaks,” which is 
presented annually by the entire student 
body of American Heritage School.

(Partial News Articles)

OREM-GENEVA TIMES, FEB 1976

Heritage School Sets 
Program “A special Bicentennial program 

narrated by Robert E. Wells 
and presented by 165 students 
of American Heritage School.”

Elder Ezra Taft Benson 
attended the school’s 
inaugural program, titled 
“The Spirit of America 
Speaks.”
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I loved American Heritage 
and have very fond memories. 
I loved performing in the 
Patriotic Program, which
gave me a strong sense of
appreciation for our country

and God—I’ve always been grateful for both.

One of my favorite classes was Music with Ms. 
Asay. To this day, I can still sing the song “Fifty 
Nifty United States,” and any time we sing the song 
“God of our Fathers, Whose Almighty Hand” in 
church, I think of American Heritage. Mrs. Cornell 
was a great principal, and made an impact on my 
life for good.
          

  — Darlyn Hansen Remington, Alumna

1974 INAUGURAL PATRIOTIC PROGRAM SCENES

Geneve was a teacher and director at American Heritage School over a 20 
year period. It was her love of country that inspired her to write the patriotic 
program for which she received state and national awards. 

• Freedom Foundation Award 
• Valley Forge Honor Certificate for the Spirit of America Speaks in 1974 
• George Washington Honor Medal 
• Valley Forge Teachers Medal in 1990
• Daughters of the American Revolution Award of Excellence for 
            Outstanding Teacher of American History in Utah 
• Nominated to attend Columbian Quincentenary Institute in 1990
• Awarded Who’s Who in American Teachers 1990 and 1992
• Awarded Who’s Who Among Outstanding Americans in 1995 

She was fondly known as Mrs. Columbus by her students at American Heritage School.

GENEVE CORNELL
A life focused on “Family, God, & Country”

It was an honor 
to have Ezra Taft 
Benson attend 
our  patriotic 
program.  After 
the concluding 

song he stood to speak.  There was 
complete silence in the room.  He 
said, "I've never been more proud 
to be an American than I am right 
now." 

        — Linda Boothe, Teacher, 
Administrator, Director 



A Heritage to Hold, A Future to Build: 1970–2020

8

CITIZEN PRESS REVIEW, DEC 1993
I have many precious memories of the different 
choral presentations over the years.  The 
Christmas Concerts at the Alpine Tabernacle 
are among my most favorite. The entire student 
body memorized and recited the Christmas 
scriptures from Luke 2. Then we would sing an 

appropriate musical piece for each of the different sections.  We 
also did antiphonal singing with one choir in the front and another 
in the balcony.  I trained a student, Deena Booth, to lead one of 
the choirs, and she always did a great job!

The annual Patriotic Program was also a highlight of each year 
and our staff worked so closely on script, casting, costuming, 
presentation, and music.  I know that all of it was led by the Spirit, 
thus the theme, “The Spirit of America Speaks.” I loved my work at 
the school and especially working with such wonderful staff and 
students.
                                                                 — Kay Asay, Music Teacher 

Christmas Concert

Alpine Tabernacle, American Fork, Utah 

(1993)



American Heritage School Choir (1974–75) 
Director Kay Asay
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Faculty and Staff 
(1983–84)

Mrs. Scanland’s 8th Grade Class 
(1983–84)

11

CHAPTER ONE  In The Beginning

Mrs. Scanland returns to teach 7th grade 
with Mrs. Updike (2006)

I attended the original school in Pleasant Grove and attended from 
kindergarten to 8th grade. There are so many wonderful experiences and 
things I LOVE about American Heritage.  I loved we were able to learn the 
violin in 1st grade and continued all the way through the 8th.  I also loved 
studying the Book of Mormon every day and became very familiar with the 
scriptures and gained a love for them.  My favorite teacher was Miss Asay.  

I LOVED all the fun songs she taught us—not only were they fun, but the spiritual 
ones have stayed with me my whole life. 

Who could ever forget how amazing and wonderful the Patriotic Programs were.  
We not only learned  lessons about history but through the spirit of the powerful 
music.  I am ever thankful for the opportunity I had to attend American Heritage.

                                                                           — Chelynn Hansen Moreno



I love American Heritage School. I love the foundation it was established on—a foundation of love.  I could feel that love literally emanating from 
the building as I would drive past that “beloved old” church building.  Then six years of teaching preceded “being called” to the administration.  It 
was in the position as principal I witnessed the hand of the Lord daily, directing and leading the school.  For example, the time I was on my knees 
pleading with the Lord for two teachers, specifically 3rd and 7th grade teachers. School was to begin in 3 weeks. I had ended my prayer and was 
still on my knees when I heard the school’s front doorbell ring.  I dried my tears, went to the door.  There stood two women to apply for teaching 
positions, 3rd and 7th grades.  This example is just one of, I’m sure many, teachers, staff and administrators have experienced as they live the 

principles of the school's Mission Statement.  American Heritage School will stand as a light and beacon for families in good and troubled times.  As teachers become 
the “living textbooks” such as Geneve Cornell, Linda Strong, LaReta Brinkerhoff and Lauri Updike (just to name a few) have,  they will instill deep in the students' 
hearts a desire to strive, share, and serve with the love of our Savior and our Country.  This is why I continue to, and will always, love American Heritage School.                                                                                                                                                                                                            — Maxine Kerttula, Principal (1994–97)

(1) & (2) Class Devotional presentation gathering (1996).  (3) Shirley Kauffman, Maxine Kerttula, Claranne 
Garrett, Linda Campbell (Administration 1995–96).  (4) Shirley Kauffman (1996).

21
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When I think about the school that my siblings 
and I grew up in—that old church building—we 
recognized that it was not a fancy school we 
went to, but the inner core was deep and good.  
It felt like my grandparents, and those who 
gave so much, offered their five loaves and two 

fishes, and God expanded and blessed it.  It is unbelievable to 
those of us who remember sitting on those little green benches to 
have watched how it has expanded.  How could we say enough 
thanks for generous people who have a vision of what it can be? 

             — Jenet Jacob Erickson, Alumna, Trustee

13
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(1) Verlan and Shirley Andersen with their 27 grandchildren, many of whom were 
students at AHS (1983).  (2) James and LaDawn Jacob (Trustees) with their 11 
children, who all attended AHS.

1

2

acrifice was expressed in manifold ways. Hundreds of 
hours of labor were donated by most of the families 

of the students attending the school. When dying sod was 
donated to the school, families, board members and teachers 
all came to lay it and create a desperately needed field of grass. 
When an old bus was acquired from Alpine School District, 
Hans Andersen, son of Verlan Andersen (who had provided 
service as the accountant for the school from its beginnings), 
volunteered to drive the bus without compensation. His 
sacrifice typified the efforts made by many. Each year families 
signed up for specific projects to repair and maintain the 
building. During the 1983–84 school year, for example, tasks 
included cleaning and painting the furnace room, painting the 
wood trim around the outside, repainting the sign, cleaning 
and mowing outside the fence, landscaping the sidewalk areas, 
putting in gravel, repairing the fences—all done by families 
whose children attended. This spirit of sacrifice brought forth 
the blessings of Heaven.

SACRIFICE brings forth blessings
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Mrs. Brown’s Kindergarten Class 
(1994–95)

Mrs. Garrett & Mrs. Strong’s 3rd Grade Class
(1994–95)

Mrs. Campbell's 8th Grade Class
(1995–96)

When I felt it was time to return to teaching (after raising 
my seven children), I was hesitant with the idea of leaving 
home to work.  I truly felt guided by the Spirit to teach 
at American Heritage School vs. returning to the public 
schools.  I was able enroll my two youngest children and 
bring them with me as I taught part time. I soon learned 

the joy of integrating gospel principles into my teaching.  I fell in love with 
the Christian History Timeline. It made so much sense to teach the events of 
history with Christ as the focal point since He directs all the events which have 
occurred on this earth. I became an avid researcher of these events and quickly 
saw how the Lord’s hand was directing all of them.  The school has provided 
such comfort to me as I have faced trials in my life. My love and joy of teaching 
help me overcome any obstacles that come my way.  I have developed life-long 
friends with many teachers, students, and families.  It has been a privilege to 
watch the growth of the school over the 27 years of teaching here. I am truly 
grateful for the privilege I have had to be at American Heritage School. 

             — Linda Strong, Teacher
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Mrs. Strong’s Kindergarten Class
(1996–97)

CHAPTER ONE  In The Beginning
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What a joy it was for me to have the opportunity to work at 
American Heritage School for 24 years!  I appreciate the school’s 
mission statement and all that it stands for.  It has been uplifting 
to associate with the students, parents, teachers, administration 
and board members of the school.  There is a great payoff for 
all involved at AHS. Being a part of the school community, one 
is encouraged to develop Christian Character, which begins in 

the heart of each individual.  Learning and applying the seven goals of the school 
mission statement by everyone associated with the school provides an incredible 
educational opportunity to develop and demonstrate Christian Character in all 
aspects of life!  In addition, AHS strives to be an extension of the home in a way that 
standards and principles taught in the homes of members of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints align with what is taught and experienced in the classrooms 
and playgrounds of the school.  This amazing institution continues to bless me and 
my children in exceptional ways because of all we have learned through this unique 
educational principle approach.      

        — Trudy Pace Neddo, Teacher, Administrator

(1)  Shirley Kaufman, Maxine Kerttula, Claranne Garrett, Linda Sjolberg (Administrators 1996).
(2) Paula Christensen, Dianna Strong (1999).  (3) Trudy Pace, Claranne Garrett, Paula 
Christensen, Peggy Maciel (2001).  

1

2

3
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There was something special about that Second Ward 
building— the Spirit there was so strong.  We had the best 
teachers, parents, and students who served wonderfully 
together.  I felt a special spirit of unity between the teachers 
during the five years I was principal.  We often relied on each 
other for help and support.  In those early years most of us put 

our own money into needed supplies.  When Gaylord and Laurie Swim joined 
our school community, we felt a miracle had occurred.  As chairman of the board, 
Gaylord had a spirit and vision for the school that helped it grow.  His leadership 
was invaluable.  He understood how hard the teachers were working and did 
all he could to show his support.  Christmas bonuses started coming—although 
it wasn't a lot, it was enough to let the teachers know they were appreciated. 
Gaylord listened to our needs and helped us feel valued. 

My time at American Heritage School was a wonderful blessing to me.  I loved 
going to school everyday—it almost felt like a "calling," as we were a part of 
something bigger than ourselves.  I count my time at AHS as one of the greatest 
things that ever happened to me.

       — Claranne Garrett Duke, Principal (1997-2002)

1 2

3

(1) Faculty and staff (1999–2000).  (2) Faculty and staff (2000–01).  (3) Faculty 
and staff (2001–02). 



As a student at American Heritage, I felt safe, welcome, 
and “at home.”  Now as an adult, I recognize that the 
safe, welcome, and “at home” feelings I felt as a child 
were actually the Holy Ghost! Little did I know that 
many years later, my own five children would have the 
privilege and blessing of being immersed in those same 
fruits of the Spirit. I believe that the decision to be part 

of the AHS community will play out to be one of the most consequential 
decisions in our family’s life.

It is a privilege to be involved in the unique education that American 
Heritage offers.  I’m grateful for the opportunity to serve on the Parent 
Service Organization Board partnering with devoted parents, teachers, and 
administrators in educating the hearts and minds of our children.

             — Laura (Swim) Hale, Alumna, Parent  

1 2

3
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I have many treasured memories of American Heritage School, both as a former student and 
as a teacher at the school.  Some of those memories are participating in the Patriotic Program. 
Now I enjoy watching many students enjoy the same experience.  I loved listening to Mrs. 
Cornell as she shared her favorite heroes from history and literature such as Christopher 
Columbus and Jean Valjean from Les Misérables.  Miss Kay Asay shared her passion of music 
with me which continues to uplift my soul.  I know the example of these amazing teachers 

inspired me to pursue a career in education.  I am so grateful for the blessing that American Heritage has been and 
continues to be in my life.

             — Shirley Ann Larsen, Alumna, Teacher’s Aide

19

CHAPTER ONE  In The Beginning

(1) AHS Students (1999).  (2) Chase and Laura Hale Family (2014).  (3) Devotional presentation (1999).  (4) Shirley Ann Larsen, 
4th grade.  (5) Laura and Rachel Swim (1995).  (6) 6th grade graduation (1994).  (7) 8th grade "Men of Iron" students. 
(8) Traditional Maypole dance at annual dance festival.  (9) Joanna Jacob, 4th grade.

4

5

6

8

7

9
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(1) Teddy Bear Brigade 1998. One by one, brand new teddy bears are 
passed from student to student for a hug.  (2) Principal Claranne Garrett 
with donated teddy bears.  (3) Claranne Garrett and Trudy Pace with 
students.  (4) JoAnn Brown's 1st grade class on Snow Day (2000). 

20

A Heritage to Hold, A Future to Build: 1970–2020



21

ending pre-hugged teddy bears to 
homeless children has been an annual 

Christmas tradition since 1995. Lauri Updike 
initiated the project. Each year she shared the story 
of how homeless children and their families would 
embrace the teddy bears at the Ogden Rescue 
Mission Clinic. In addition to receiving warm 
meals, a place to sleep, and medical attention, 
individuals and families commit to read the Bible, 
pray, and serve—practices that disqualifed the 
Rescue Mission from receiving any government 
support—but that help to truly rescue those that 
come for assistance.  Today, per the doctors’ orders, 
children at various hospitals and organizations 
receive new, pre-hugged teddy bears, thanks 
to American Heritage School students. Many 
students earn the money for the bears by doing 
extra chores at home.  

CHAPTER ONE  In The Beginning

TEDDY BEAR SERVICE

“When you give away these teddy 
bears, you are capturing the true 
spirit of Christmas.”   — Lauri Updike
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F.A.C.E .  CURRICULUM
Foundat ion for  American Christ ian Educat ion

rovidentially, in January of 1999, key supporters 
of the school—including LaDawn Jacob, Jenet 

Jacob Erickson, LuJean Livingston, and Lauri Updike—were 
guided to attend a training of the Foundation of American 
Christian Education (F.A.C.E.) at the Stonebridge Academy 
in Virginia. They could immediately sense the power of 
this principle-based approach which embodied what the 
founders of American Heritage had envisioned from the 
beginning. This ultimately led to the adoption of the F.A.C.E. 
core curriculum and methodology for the school.  It was 
discovered that the development of the curriculum had been 
supported decades before by the parents of Gaylord Swim. 
The vision of the Founders was coming to fruition, built 
upon the dedication and consecration of men and women 
in whose souls burned the love of God, Family and Country. 

F.A.C.E. CURRICULUM GUIDES 

Stonebridge Academy, Chesapeake, VA
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Teaching 5th grade at American Heritage was a life 
changing experience for me.  I loved the students. I 
loved the curriculum.  I loved the teachers, parents, and 
administration.  The school captured my heart.  After 
getting married and moving back east for a time and 
starting my own family, I have been back at AHS as a 
parent for over a decade.  

The school now continues to have not only a profound influence on me, but 
on my family.  I am grateful that the work I do at home to build my children’s 
faith in Jesus Christ is supported at school.  The Christian character I 
want them to develop at home is also practiced at school.  The stories 
of America’s founding and subsequent history are taught to instill deep 
patriotism and gratitude to a Creator for His providential hand in our lives.  
American Heritage School has been, is, and will continue to be a blessing to 
generations of families, including mine.

                                                                  — Mary Kay Swim Ware, Teacher, Parent

1 2 3

 (1) Little Women, by Louisa May Alcott, 5th grade literature curriculum.  (2) Students 
take turns cutting Miss Swim's hair as part of their "Little Woman" curriculum celebration 
(2002).  (3) Miss Swim's 5th grade class in front of their trailer classroom (2002).  
(4) Miss Swim's previous 5th grade students visit her at Mount Vernon during their 
summer Washington, D.C. tour with Lauri Updike (2004). 

1

4
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(1) Class Devotional presentation (2000).  (2) Constitution Bowl award recipients: Kim Acerson, Mark Acerson, Anthony 
Willey, Elizabeth Willey, Christina Willey (1999).  (3) Morning Pledge of Allegiance (2000).

hildren of liberty, learn from the past; 
Truth, honor, charity, this is our task.

Shortly after the school’s opening, David Skousen, 
an inspired teacher and a talented musician, 
composed the words and the music to a song 
titled “Children of Liberty,” which became more 
than just the official school song. This unique 
composition expresses the goals and philosophy 
of American Heritage School. Sung at regular 
devotionals for decades, “Children of Liberty” has 
inspired thousands of students and parents. The 
plainness of the words and the sincere, majestic 
quality of the music express the feelings of the 
patrons and teachers as they seek to teach the 
children in light and truth.  “Children of Liberty” 
reminds students to “learn from the past,” seek 
“truth, honor, and charity,”  “let your ray glow,” 
and “prepare for Christ to come.”

SCHO OL SONG

1
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CHAPTER ONE  In The Beginning

2

10

SCHOOL SONG
Children of liberty, learn from the past;
Truth, honor, charity, this is our task.
Our fathers gave to us this land unwalled.
To grow and joy therein and serve our God.

Children of liberty, now visions come.
Live your life carefully, obey the Son.
Be to your brothers a measure that’s true.
Give to them willingly God’s love through you.

Children of liberty, day-light is low;
Darkness and storm converge, let your ray glow.
Present and past are yours to live a-new;
Prepare for Christ to come in all you do.

3
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A NEW CAMPUS
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AN ANSWER TO PRAYER

n Tuesday, September 4, 2002, students trekked through polished 
hallways in wide-eyed wonder. The new building was much 

different from the old church, which lacked a lunchroom, gymnasium, 
administrative offices, and adequate restrooms. The new building had all 
the desired amenities: large classrooms, a gym that could double as an 
auditorium, a lunchroom with an industrial kitchen, and wide hallways lit 
by skylights. Engraved in stone across the top of the eight main entrances to 
the school are words to remind the students of character traits to develop: 
charity, courage, faith, humility, industry, self-government, wisdom, and 
virtue. The stately campus was built across the street from the Mount 
Timpanogos Temple. Land for the facility was bought with an $800,000 
donation given to school officials in 1998. 

27

“. . . bless all who come and enter here with a sense of the sacred and holy 
purpose of this building; that a spirit of joy coupled with reverence may 
always be here, that hearts may be softened, spirits lifted, and faith and 
character increased while valuable knowledge and skills are gained.  And may 
the spirit of sacrifice never be lost among all those who associate with this 
institution.” 

— Gaylord Swim, Dedicatory Prayer, September 2002        

Gaylord and Laurie Swim
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onstruction on the new school began in 
September 2001. House Representative 

Martin Stephens attended the groundbreaking, 
saying, “American Heritage School has been a 
success because the curriculum sticks to what is 
most important. Morals are the foundation we 
build our society on, and these are the things that 
need to be taught.” 

2

1

3

(1) Shirley Andersen, Gaylord Swim at the groundbreaking (2001).  (2) Students participate in the school's 
groundbreaking (2001).  (3) Curtis Miner, Gaylord Swim at the groundbreaking (2001).
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Fred Roberts, 
Principal

Trudy Pace, Asst. Principal,
Business Director

Paula Christensen,
 Asst. Principal

John Covey, Family Education 
Director

Gaylord and Laurie Swim



A Heritage to Hold, A Future to Build: 1970–2020

I have spoken with many people who come to 
learn what we do here at American Heritage 
School.  They always comment on what a 
beautiful building this is. My response is always, 
"Yes, this is a beautiful building, but the most 

beautiful thing is what occurs here—principles planted deeply in 
the hearts of the children.  We define principle as a basic truth and 
that is what we teach them.  All of our curriculum—all curricular 
subjects—are based on the gospel of Jesus Christ and His truths.                   
                                                       

     — Lauri Updike, Teacher

30

1

2



31

2002–03
(1) First day of school.  (2) Aerial view of the newly 
finished campus.  (3) Lauri Updike begins teaching her 
Foundations unit to her 7th grade students.  (4) 8th 
grade students Nick Strong, Hudson Gunther, and 
Andrew Swain present colors.  (5) Blaine Hunsaker 
teaches music classes with Donna Patten as piano 
accompanist.  

CHAPTER TWO  Blessings of a new Campus
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Faculty and Staff Members
Fourth Row: Sharon Moss, Paula Christensen, John Covey, Fred Roberts, Charlene Summers, Joy Crismon, Lynette Carver, Tina Jesperson

Third Row: Molly Jones, Blaine Hunsaker, LaReta Brinkerhoff, Trudy Pace, Lisa Mulvey, Joanna Rothe, Donna Patten, Lauri Updike
Second Row: Allison Brown, Cheryl Karr, Georgia McCurry, Shelly Eacho, Linda Strong, Karen Bohrer, Meg O’Brien 

Front Row: Elizabeth Olmstead, JoAnn Brown, Esther Sivert, Melinda Wooden, Shirley Kauffman, Joni Allen, Nicole Griffiths

2002–03
Board Members (not pictured)

Gaylord Swim, Chairman
Jeff Acerson, Brent Ashworth, Kathy Bryson, David Handy, LaDawn Jacob, Maxine Kerttula, Brad Nielson



red Roberts, someone to look up to! 
A six-foot, 10-inch BYU basketball 

star and NBA player, Fred assumed the role 
of principal in the spring of 2002.  He and his 
wife, Penny, had been home schooling their 
children when they discovered American 
Heritage School. Both he and his wife were 
hired at the school as teachers. “We love 
the spirit of the school, and the wonderful 
patriotism that is promoted,” he said. “We’ve 
had great support from parents, teachers, 
the Board of Trustees, and students.  I’m 
excited about this school’s potential.”

33
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1

2

3

(1) Mr. Roberts with 1st grade students.  (2) Mr. Roberts with 8th 
grade students.  (3) Megan Mulvey, Morgan McCaleb, Ashlie 
Klingler, Fred Roberts, Mitchell Washburn.
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 Kindergarten 2002–03
(1) Linda Strong, Matthew Brown.  (2) Connor Larsen, Merrik Carr, 
Caleb Miller.  (3) Joy Crismon’s Kinder Art Students.  (4) Cayla Larson, 
Stephanie McGuire.  (5) Savanna Child.

1

2

4

3

5
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First Grade 2002–03
(1) Abby Jacobson, Katelyn Rothe, Jayden Bellon, Kaiden Nunes, Sara Ostler.  (2) Logen Fisher, Grace Harkness.  
(3) Esther Sivert, Alyssa Hurst.  (4) James Grant, Aliya Qureshi.  (5) Michael Sorensen.  (6) Paula Christensen.  
(7) Lisa Mulvey, Madeline Glenn, Abby Jacobson.
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Second Grade 2002–03
(1) Heidi Celebration Day.  (2) Lynette Carver, Sharon Moss.  (3) Jacob 
Haderlie, Stevie Moon.  (4) Devotional presentation.  (5) Hannah 
Tolman.  (6)  Janessa James, Brittani Bills, Quinn Sutton, Lindsey 
Turner.  (7) Anne Marie Hayward.  (8) Thanksgiving devotional 
presentation. 

1

2

4

7

6
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Third Grade 2002–03
(1) JoAnna Rothe’s class.  (2) 3rd grade students at recess.  (3) Mariane Sorensen.  (4) Boys at 
recess.  (5) Lacey Monson.  (6) Erika Brown.  (7) Bach marionette play. 
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Fourth Grade 2002–03
(1) Miss Jones’ students. (2) Rachel Garris, Walker Johnson.  (3) Andrew James’ science fair 
project.  (4) Miss Jones' students.  (5) Jacob Covey.  (6) Miss Jones’ students.
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Fifth & Sixth Grade 2002–03
(1) Amy Kleinman, Jesslyn Nelson, Elizabeth Ostler (5th grade).  (2) Meghan Brinkerhoff (6th grade).
(3) Joni Allen with her students (5th grade).  (4) Ian Allen (6th grade).  (5) Garret Moss (6th grade).  
(6) Ashlie Klingler (5th grade).  (7) Sharon Hurst (6th grade).    
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Seventh Grade 2002–03
(1) First day of class.  (2) Constitution Day.  (3) & (4) 7th grade 
Devotional presentation.  (5) Bethany McClain, Kaitlin Sorensen.
(6) Bobby Kettell.    
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2
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Eighth Grade 2002–03
(1) LaReta Brinkerhoff’s students.  (2) Kathryn Hurst, Madison Cromar.  (3) Flag raising. (4) Valentine's Day red 
roses.  (5) Nick Strong, Collette Covey, Teddy Bear service project.  (6) Jacob Gunther, LaReta Brinkerhoff.  
(7) Hudson Gunther, Andrew Swain, Jeff Nielson, Trevor Graff, Daniel Olmstead.
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Chealsea Heaton, Michael Morris, Jessica Shelton, Ben Patch, Michelle Morris (2010)



 hese simple words, “educating hearts and minds,” help us focus 
on the principle that true education must begin with spiritual 

understanding.  It is the spirit that we are educating.  It is the Spirit of the 
Holy Ghost that really does the teaching. We train minds in math, science, 
language arts, and other technical skills, but it is first and foremost the heart 
that must contemplate truth and develop character for a person to be truly 
educated. The attributes of character arching over the school’s entrances 
are a constant reminder to all—parents, students administration, trustees, 
teachers and visitors—why this school exists and what each person should 
desire to become in terms of the development of personal character. As you 
look at the American Heritage School building from the front, humility is at 
the far left. Reading left to right, and wrapping around the building on the 
other side, are the words: 

HUMILITY
FAITH

CHARITY
COURAGE

SELF-GOVERNMENT
VIRTUE

INDUSTRY

WISDOM

(Gaylord Swim, January 2005)

EDUCATING
HEARTS & MINDS

A Heritage to Hold, A Future to Build  |  CHAPTER THREE

THE CLASSROOM AND BEYOND
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The first step to wisdom, it is so told,
It’s not being prideful for riches or gold,

To be humble, it’s quite true,
It’s knowing that there is more than you.

For God gave you everything old and new,
He made it for me, He made it for you.

God can take it back, 
I guarantee that!

So in EVERYTHING that you do,
Be good through and through.

HUMILITY
By Madalyn Covey 
4th Grade (2007)

American Heritage has brought me closer to 
my Heavenly Father. I believe that American 
Heritage ultimately stands for Christ. He is 
the reason we are all here. He is the reason 
we are given the opportunity to be happy 
and be with our families forever. American 
Heritage stands for Christ and teaches its 
scholars to build their foundation upon Him. 
American Heritage stands for reasoning 
and relating as it teaches students to find 
how everything in life and from God relates 
personally to them. This principle gives 
each scholar the opportunity to make better 
choices, to see the world through God’s 
eyes and to become self-governed and 
independent.

FAITH
By Austin Hill 
11th Grade (2009)
40th Essay Contest
Excerpt

CHAR ACTER AT TRIBUTES

e begin with “HUMILITY” over the northwest 
door. In the area of education, humility is a 

necessary first step to learning by acknowledging that 
knowledge of a subject is lacking or insufficient, and 
recognizing or submitting to the authority of another 
to teach one in that subject. Likewise, humility is the 
very first step in the process of discipleship.  Following 
humility is “FAITH”. It is faith that puts everything in 
context and allows us to be anchored in the principles 
of revealed knowledge and to know in whom we 
must place our trust (Ether 12:4). Paul the Apostle 
said that “without faith it is impossible to please Him 
[God]” (Heb 11:6). It is also true that without faith it is 
impossible to know God. Humility leads to faith as the 
humble person comes to know the need for faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  The person who exercises faith to the 
point of receiving the cleansing power of the atonement 
then becomes the recipient of charity. “CHARITY” is 
the pure love of Christ. Moroni pleads with the reader 
of The Book of Mormon to pray with “all the energy of 
heart” (Moroni 7:48) to be filled with that love. A heart 
filled with charity is a changed heart for it has come to 
know the reality of the atonement and has surrendered 
to it.  It can then follow that such a person will find 
courage because he knows that charity will never fail 
him.
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I love our core class theme scripture: “to 
clothe the naked, and to feed the hungry, and to 
liberate the captive, and administer relief
to the sick and the afflicted” (Jacob 2:17–19). 
Through the things we have learned, this 
scripture has become a major part of my 
personal life mission. For me, Doctrine and 
Covenants 88:80 illustrates what the
theme of this year has been for me—“That ye 
may be prepared in all things when I shall send 
you again to magnify the calling whereunto I 
have called you and the mission with which 
I have commissioned you.”—a theme of 
preparation to do God’s will throughout my 
life. Part of my mission is to proclaim truth, 
maintain liberty, and promote faith, hope, and 
charity first in myself, then in my family, and 
ultimately, in the world.

CHARITY
By Joseph Andersen 
12th Grade (2012)
Senior Essay Excerpt

Courage is the ability to be able to do what 
is right.  If you have courage, it doesn’t 
mean that you’re not afraid.  Sometimes it 
takes courage to come to Christ and to be 
repentant and try to change. Sometimes it’s 
hard to have courage.  Once I was hiking 
with my family.  The trail was steep.  I could 
see my destination and my target, but I was 
afraid. I kept my eye on the target.  Our lives 
are like that hike sometimes. The road is slick 
and hard but if we have courage, we will be 
able to make it.  Our life will still be hard, but 
courage will help us.  And if we keep our eye 
on the target, which is Christ, we will be able 
to reach our destination, which is to live with 
God again.  Courage will make our life so 
much easier.  That is something I always want 
to have.

COURAGE
By Lizzie Beckwith
5th Grade (2014)

Cayla Larson (Class of 2015) worked tirelessly to develop the technical 
skills necessary to convey realism in her sketches and paintings. She also 

developed a heart of empathy that is deeply evident in the vision and 
insight depicted in her work.
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Self-government is a guiding principle of 
this school. It is in the mission statement 
as a founding reason that this school exists 
“…to learn to reason and discern between 
right and wrong, truth and error; develop 
character and self-discipline of mind and 
body; and conduct ourselves in all aspects 
of life as Christians.”

By our actions we can make even the 
smallest vice uncomfortable... we can 
make great works come to pass. I hope 
we will exercise our influence to make 
righteousness and obedience, even to the 
smallest degree, the “Norm.”  AHS means 
“Always Honor and Serve” – in all things.

SELF-
GOVERNMENT
By Ben Patch
AHS Student Government 
President (Winter Semester 
2009)

I remember vividly what Mr. Haymond said 
on the first day of my senior year, “I am here 
to teach you how to live, not how to make a 
living.”  This phrase struck me. It reminded 
me of the magnet in my locker with Sister 
Elaine Dalton’s famous quote: “If you desire 
to make a difference in the world, you must 
be different from the world.”  Indeed, making 
a living is important, and a lot of people in 
this world can achieve that, but only a few 
learn how to live.  I believe that this world 
needs virtuous and knowledgeable youth to 
stand up for truth, and this school is exactly 
preparing our hearts and minds to endure 
the uncertainty and adversities in this 
unknown world.

VIRTUE
By Mercedes Ng
12th Grade (2014)
Excerpt from Senior Essay

Julianne Sessions (2011)
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 I do not always desire to work 

Not every day as you see, BUT,

D iligently I will labor and be firm.

Unstoppable, is the right course for me,

So I may receive His great reward,

To live in His kingdom in Heaven above.

R ighteous and kind I will be all my life.

Y ielding to the scriptures is hard to do, 
                      but I will try diligently, 
                           that is what I should do.

INDUSTRY
By Sidney Elizabeth Young
4th Grade (2007)

W ith the knowledge we have,

 I wonder sometimes,

 Should we trust in their books?

 Does man know where to look?

 Or would I be better to fall to my knees?

 My God is my Master, Him will I please.

WISDOM
By Matthew Brown
4th Grade (2007)

Benjamin Weyland and McKenzie Hill (Class of 2014)



(1) Trudy Pace, Linda Strong next to the Liberty Bell.  (2) Julie Arnold, Jared Cornell in the New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church (Washington D.C.).  (3) Chris Culver, Chrisann Patch, Grant Beckwith, Melanie Bills at 
Jamestown.  (4) Lauri Updike, tour guide.  (5) At the White House.  1

2

3
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FACULTY ENRICHMENT TOUR 2006
Virginia/Washington, D.C. Tour, July 14–July 21 

4

5

he entire AHS faculty and staff took 
the trip which Lauri Updike, the 

7th grade teacher, had been directing for                                                                                                                                              
five years to the historic sites on the east coast. The 
group visited Virginia's Historic Triangle consisting 
of Jamestown, Williamsburg and Yorktown. 
Washington, D.C., was next and included all the 
monuments, memorials, U.S. Capitol, Supreme 
Court, Library of Congress, Mount Vernon, plus 
many more. Each participant was given a trip 
notebook with detailed information on each venue. 
Every day began with a devotional to enrich the 
learning of this rich educational experience. All 
returned renewed by an on-site dose of history 
which strengthened curriculum.



United States Capitol Building (2006)
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 Faculty Retreat, Mutual Dell (2015) Faculty Retreat, Battle Creek Falls (2014)

 Foundations Training (2004)

FACULTY FOUNDATIONS 
Training & Team Building 
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Faculty Retreat, Battle Creek Falls (2017)
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(1) Charissa Riley, Laura Yamada, Jessica Gurney (2009).  (2) Christine 
Culver (2015). (3) Benson Hale, Lauri Updike, Jacob Price (2019).    
(4) Zachary Veach, Brigham Dye, Connor Uhl (2014).  (5) David 
Hancock (2013).  (6) Brooklyn Holmes, Ruel Haymond (2015).  
(7) Rohan Adams with science students (2019).  (8) Kerry Nielsen 
(2014).   

1
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(1) Faculty and staff (2019-20).  (2) K-6 Teachers (2019).  (3) Adam Hendrickson, 
Charné Adams, Blaine Hunsaker, Elizabeth Acuña (2020).

1

2

3
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP

Student Government Officers (2020–21)



STUDENT GOVERNMENT
(1) Aja Tolman (2006).  (2) Kaden Caldwell (2006).  (3) Hannah Hayward, Sierra Klingler, 
Caleb Kohn, Katelyn Handy (2017).  (4) Samantha Burton (2015).  (5) Andrew Sessions 
(2014).  (6) Amber Sessions, Holly Stirling, Davin Nielson (2016).  (7) Benjamin Braithwaite, 
Lauren Willardson (2019).  (8) Devynn Burnham (2017).  (9) Holly Stirling, Kaleb Hansen, 
Spencer Welch, Samantha Burton (2015).
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(1) Student Government officers with Mr. Hymas (2018).  (2) Student Government service day 
(Summer 2016).  (3) Elementary Student Government Association (2017).  (4) Middle and High School 
Student Government officers raise money to be delivered to a school in Ghana with their “Penny 
Wars for Charity” project (2018).  (5) Dylana Valverde (2014).  (6) Mr. Dye (2014).
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Penny Wars for Charity 2014

1

3

2

4

5

6



CHAPTER THREE  Educating Hearts and Minds

57

(1) Student Government officers (2019–20).  (2) Publicity Student Government 
officers (2019–20).  (3) Students at wreath laying ceremony to honor veterans 
(2020). 

Tessa Carter, Principal for a day

1

2

3
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Sarah Curzon and Madison Johnson (2015)
Service days included projects for grades K–12 ranging from local community service to international humanitarian aid.  

SPIRIT SERVICE DAYS
Service-learning is central to AHS curriculum and culture
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(1) Landy Maxfield, Julie Hendricks with humanitarian service project dolls (2013).  (2) Joshua van der Beek, 
Chloe Hendry (2017).  (3) Eliza Zolman, Isabelle Fee (2017).  (4) Playground swing set service day (2005).   
(5) 1st grade service day project (2017).  (6) Samuel Andersen, Eliza Dalton (2014). 
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(1) Students sending letters heavenward for Katie Hancock, a fellow AHS student who passed 
away in a tragic car accident (2014).  (2) Logan Hendrickson, Riley Jansen, Blakely Jansen, Ava 
Waite, Nathan Hendrickson (2019).  (3) Chelsea Heaton, Rachel Breaux, Lacey Monson (2012).  
(4) Holly Stirling, Aubrey Pierce, Ryan Arnson, Amber Sessions (2016).  (5) Charles Valverde, 
Rachel Andersen, Joshua Sperry (2017).  (6) Emma Brady (2013).   

Letters to Katie!
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(1) Library rescue service project (2012).  (2) 5th grade service trip (2018).  (3) Sarah Ware 
(2017).  (4) Devynn Burnham, Ethan Peterson, Emma Todd, Jens Jorgensen, Josh Jorgensen 
(2013).  (5) Jacob Steele, Luke Skaggs, Carle Vonk (2017).  (6) Seniors provide humanitarian 
service on Senior Service Day (2013). 
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CURRICULAR CELEBRATIONS

elebrations are a foundational methodology 
used at American Heritage school in which 

students participate in an event set aside to honor the 
learning they have done and to formally memorialize 
the significance of that particular focus of study.  
Celebrations often center on a piece of literature they 
have thoroughly studied together.  Celebrations bring 
all learning together—often including food, story, and 
celebration—to provide a memorable way to internalize 
and honor the focus of study.

(1) "Heidi" day (2011).  (2) Deanna Bingham, Lynette Carver, 2nd 
grade "Heidi" day (2003).  (3) Shari Wheeler, Jared Cornell, 5th grade 
"Little Women" day (2004).  (4) Civil War attire for "Little Women" 
day. 
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(1) "Little Women" day (2004). (2) Bach marionette show (2003). (3) Robbie Bigelow, Kyle Allred, 
Bach curriculum field trip (2006).  (4) Janine Miner & Jared Cornell portray Emma and Joseph Smith 
(2011).  (5) 3rd grade class at the Bigelow & Co. Organ Museum (2008).  (6) "Secret Garden" day 
(2005). (7) Brittini Bills, "Hans Brinker" ice skating activity (2004).  (8) Kindergarten Beatrix Potter 
Tea party (2008). (9) 3rd grade Missionary Week (2003).
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(1) Kindergarten Thanksgiving activity (2008).  (2) Dallen Parkin, 6th grade oral book 
report (2018).  (3) Kaycee Clark, 6th grade oral book report (2018).  (4) 6th grade 
Egyptian masks (2005).  (5) 1st grade "Charlotte's Web" day (2005). 

3



(1) 12th grade World Religions and Cultures celebration (2013).  (2) 4th grade wax museum (2020).  (3) Quinn 
Sutton, 6th grade Middle Ages (2005).  (4) Gail Long serving pie on Pi Day.  (5) Azure Harbaugh, Ivonne Hilton, 
8th grade Pioneer celeration (2013).  (6) 6th grade Greek Olympics celebration (2019).  (7) Bonner Family 
celebrating Black History Month through music (2021). 
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onstitution Day celebrations inspire 
patriotism in students at American 

Heritage School. Each year faculty and 
community volunteers staff “Freedom Stations”  
to help students learn about the landmark 
documents and events in “His-Story” of liberty.

C ONSTITUTION DAY

(1) Mrs. Updike’s 7th grade class (2003).  (2) Vanessa Bonner as Harriet Tubman (2020).  (3) Yahosh Bonner as Frederick Douglass (2020).  (4) Jared Cornell’s 5th grade class (2008).  
(5) Grant Beckwith portraying Abraham Lincoln (2013).  (6) Stan Swim teaching about the Constitution (2017).  (7) Constitution Day presenters (2017). 

5

6 7
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(1) Peter Knecht portraying “Bullet proof” George Washington (2019).  (2) Jody Nielson (2017).  
(3) Janine Miner as Martha Washington (2018).  (4) Ali Lund, Autumn Cook, Spence Bingham 
(2019).  (5) Julie Arnold, Bristol Lesser, Autumn Cook (2018).  (6) Aubri Rutherford signing class 
constitution.  (7) Janine Miner, "Discovering America" (2017).   
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(1) Stu Back portraying Patrick Henry (2019).  (2) Janilyn Anderson, “The Star Spangled Banner” 
(2020).  (3) Chase Hale portraying patriot Nathan Hale (2020). (4) Peter Knecht portraying “Bullet 
Proof” George Washington (2020).  (5) Sheryl Johnson at the “Ellis Island” freedom station (2020).
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Patriotic Program  (2017)
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PATRIOTIC PRO GR AM
“The Spirit of America Speaks”
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(1) Ty Christensen, Christian Covey, Sean Pearce, Jacob Covey (2004). 
(2) Ian Boggess (2008).  (3) Jared Cornell, Alex Hill (2010).  (4) Walker 
Johnson (2004).  (5) Lady Patriots (2008).  
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(1) Evan Rutherford, Eli Beeson, Beau Walker, Derek Rowen (2015).  (2) Hyrum Parkin, Isaac Allred,  
Grant Beckwith, Daniel Lee, Hyrum Cowley.  (3) Michael Christensen, John Lee, Christian Felsted, 
Christopher Holmstead (2006).  (4) Parker Hunsaker (2012).  (5) Hyrum Cowley (2012). 
(6) Lauren Willardson (2012). 

1 2

5

4 6
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(1) Patriot ladies (2018).  (2) Bradford Hale, Benjamin Ware (2019).

1

2

The Patriotic Program is an incredible opportunity for 
us to teach our students the history of our nation and 
the great principles we rest on.  There is a process that 
has been going on for thousands of years that ultimately 
lead to our freedoms and opportunities.  The overall 
message of the program is how men and women have 

fought to hold on to our God given liberties, starting in our premortal life 
with the war in Heaven, then coming to earth and using our agency.  We 
need freedom and liberty in order to have free agency. That's the magic of 
the Patriotic Program in my mind—how we can relate to things in the past 
and connect the dots of where we're at today.  

                                                                    — Jared Cornell, Teacher



ll the world’s a stage, and all the men and 
women merely players; they have their 

exits and their entrances; and one man in his 
time plays many parts.” (William Shakespeare)

Shakespeare week has been an annual 
tradition since F.A.C.E. curriculum was 
adopted. LaReta Brinkerhoff ’s 8th grade class 
performed “The Merchant of Venice” in the 
spring of 2000.  The play script was written 
by LaReta Brinkerhoff, and costumes were 
created from used clothes purchased from 
Deseret Industries.  LaReta directed the plays 
through the year 2010 at which time Johanne 
Perry took over as director to present. 
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SHAKESPEARE WEEK

1

2



(1) Inaugural Shakespeare play (2000).  (2) Tammy Morse, Esther Sivert, Karen Boren, Lynette Carver, 
Sharon Moss, Linda Strong, Paula Christensen (2004).  (3) Lauren Mulvey.  (4) Jared Cornell.  (5) Sharon 
Moss Family (2004).  (6) Christian Covey, Walker Johnson, Austin Hill (2003).  (7) Jeff Neilson, Ben 
Hartshorn (2003).  (8) Laura Yamada, Stu Back, Keisha Hansen (2018).  (9) Blaine Hunsaker, Allison Brown 
(2003).  (10) Much Ado About Nothing (2004).  (11) Blaine Hunsaker, Paula Christensen (2004).   
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Celebrating Shakespeare literature has been a 
tradition at our school for 20 years.  In 2000, 
I was asked to write the script and direct 
the first production as part of implementing 
the F.A.C.E. curriculum. We created those 
first costumes with used clothes purchased 

from Deseret Industries, some of which are still being used twenty 
years later.  Shakespeare week is a wonderful opportunity for 
students to participate in learning that is fun and interactive.  
Students look forward to their 8th grade year to be able to 
participate in the annual production.  No matter what part 
the students played, I always wanted the young ladies to feel 
like they were a princess on stage, and the young men to feel 
like a prince.

                                          — LaReta Brinkerhoff, Teacher

9
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(1) Merchant of Venice (2015).  (2) Mrs. Peel’s 2nd grade Class 
Festival (2018).  (3) Elder Cook with cast members after play (2015).
(4) John Burr (2018).  (5) Sarah Joy Rowley, Ollie Buer (2019).  
(6) Natalie Miner, James van der Beek (2014).  (7) Queen Elizabeth 
(Autumn Cook) with contest winners (2017).  (8) Olivia Washburn, 
Ayoon Lee (2018).   

1

4 5

2
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A Midsummer’s Night Dream (2014)
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(1) 5th grade class with donated teddy bears (2017).  (2) Hadley Thompson, 1st grade nativity display 
(2019).  (3) Hugging teddy bears with Mr. Hunsaker (2014).  (4) Kindergarten Devotional (2008). 

1

2
3

2

4

CHRISTMAS TR ADITIONS
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(1) Christmas Sing (2005).  (2) Lyceum Philharmonic and Heritage Youth Chorus Christmas Concert 
(2019).  (3) Christmas Sing with accompanist Donna Patten (2013).

2

3

In the summer of 1998, I received a call from Trudy Pace asking if I'd 
be interested in an accompanist job at AHS.  They offered me the job 
without even asking me to play the piano!  I am now on my seventh 
music director.  I have seen a lot of change in 22 years.  A new 
school has been built, the Noah Plan curriculum along with the seven 
principles adopted, and the school is now K–12.  So much growth!  

The school has been a marvelous blessing in my life.  I'm so grateful to be a small part 
of what is happening here.  The people are wonderful and have enriched my life so 
much. 

                                                                    — Donna Patten, Music Accompanist

1
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(1) Maypole (1999).  (2) 3rd grade Maypole (2010).  (3) Grace Haymond, 
Charleston (2009).  (4) 7th grade Haka (2016).  (5) Joshua Blair, Linnea 
Miner, Advanced Ballroom (2014).  (6) 2nd grade Virginia Reel (2010).

1

4

2

3

DANCE FESTIVAL

       f thou art merry, praise the Lord with singing, with music,
      with dancing, and with a prayer of praise and thanksgiving."

— D&C 136:28

The annual dance festival is a beloved tradition the entire  
student body looks forward to. The diverse lineup of dances 
range from traditional american folk to modern ballroom, 
ending with a suprise themed finale from the faculty.

" 

5 6
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(1) 6th grade "Siege of the Inish" (2018).  (2) Rob Swenson (2018).  
(3) 5th grade (2012).  (4) Elizabeth Jacob, Trudy Pace, faculty dance 
(2012).  (5) Kindergarten Little Bird dance (2008).  (6) Advanced 
Ballroom Samba (2019).
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(1) Kindergarten (1998).  (2) Daphne Boggess, 3rd grade (2005).  (3) 1st grade (2009).  (4) 6th grade (2014).  
(5) 2nd grade (2005). 

1 2

5

3

4

DEVOTIONALS

           EVOTION, The state of being dedicated, consecrated, 
          or solemnly set apart for a particular purpose.

Class devotional presentations have been a tradition 
since 1970. Each Friday students would gather in the old 
school chapel to sing the school song, recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance, and pray before a class presented a spiritual 
topic with song and memorization pieces. This beloved 
tradition has continued through the years (although no 
longer weekly); each class takes a turn annually.    
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(1) 6th grade (2017).  (2) 6th grade (2015).  (3) Nicole Curzon, 10th grade (2015).  (4) Kaleb Hansen, 11th grade (2015).  (5) 4th grade (2014).  (6) 2nd grade (2015).

1

5 6
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(1) Kindergarten (2015).  (2) 11th grade (2018).  (3) 9th grade (2017).   (4) 11th grade 
(2017).  (5) 6th grade (2020). 

1

2
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(1) Shirley Ann Larson, Deanna Bingham, Esther Sivert, Julie Arnold, Melanie McConkie, Kerry Nielsen, Amanda Pew  
(2016).  (2) Mrs. Fallon's students  Andrew Sheets, T.J. Sessions, Sophie Reed, Joey Haymond, Jordan Rowley, Jacob 
Valentine (2019).  (3) Melanie McConkie, Shirley Ann Larson, Destination New Guinea (2018).  (4) Melanie McConkie, 
Shirley Ann Larson, Susan Ostler, Stephanie Reber, Destination Xian China (2012).  (5) Mr. Randall's class (2016). 

43
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THE AMAZING READ

n 2011 the American Heritage School reading 
department recognized a need for a reading incentive 

program to promote reading in the final months of school. 
Melanie Bills and Shirley Larsen teamed up to create 
a reading adventure titled The Amazing Read—a class 
competition in which students read their way around 
the world. In response, students have read hundreds of 
thousands of minutes taking them millions of miles to 
almost 100 destinations. It has become a beloved tradition 
that energizes students and teachers during the final weeks 
of school. 



1
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(1) Zachary Veach plays the role of Joseph in Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (October 
2011).  (2) Fiddler on the Roof cast members (October 
2017). 

A treasured memory has been the musicals.  I am grateful for the opportunity to 
participate in plays like Fiddler on the Roof, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream 
Coat, The Sound of Music, and The Trail of Dreams.  The power of music became real 
to me as I performed the somewhat cheesy yet inspiring songs in Joseph.  Performing 
alongside fellow classmates are some of the most enjoyable moments at American 
Heritage.  The goal of working hard months in advance to put on a drama production 
engrained in me the importance of goal setting.

                                                                         — Ian Boggess, Class of 2014

DR AMA PRODUCTIONS

igh school students take the stage in 
drama productions directed by the 

talented Johanne Perry.   Students perform in 
a variety of inspiring plays.  “The best part 
of directing,” says Mrs. Perry, “is working 
with these students who are extraordinary 
and remarkable.  They work hard to forget 
themselves and feel what these real-life 
characters would have felt.  It’s an honor to 
be on this journey with them.”
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JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING 
TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT
“Here is the tale of a young man of great 
gifts, punished by those around him for 
having such strengths, who stays true to 
himself and by doing so achieves great things. 
It’s a powerful story we can all learn from.” 
(Johanne Perry, director’s note, Oct. 2011)

LITTLE WOMEN
"The story is set in the Boston, 
Massachusetts, area during the American 
Civil War. The domestic setting focuses 
on the lives of the March family as the 
four girls and their mother survive on 
their own during hard times." (Johanne 
Perry, program note, May 2013)

THE SOUND OF MUSIC
“I hope this show will give you the courage 
to “Climb ev’ry mountain, ford ev’ry stream, 
follow ev’ry rainbow, till you find your dream.”  
(Johanne Perry, director’s note, Oct. 2012)

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
“Fiddler On The Roof is, above all, a 
celebration of community, and of all the 
joys and hardships that come with living 
in a community. This is a subject with 
which the students, faculty, and families 
at American Heritage are very familiar.” 
(Johanne Perry, director’s note, Jan. 2010 
and Oct. 2017)

2
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THE TRAIL OF DREAMS 
“The Trail Of Dreams is my favorite musical, 
not only because of what I felt in my heart 
as I performed in it myself many years ago, 
but many of the students descend from the 
pioneers portrayed in this show. I’m hoping 
that they, too, will be inspired by the lives of 
these people—their people.” (Johanne Perry, 
director’s note, Oct. 2013)

THE WIZARD OF OZ
“As we all Follow the Yellow Brick Road 
of life, encountering both dangers and 
delights, let’s remember that the seeds of 
all the love, wisdom, and courage we need 
for the journey are already planted within 
us." (Johanne Perry, director’s note, Oct. 
2014)

1

OUR TOWN
“I’ve had wonderful moments talking with the 
cast as we discovered the “love” present in 
every scene. The time I have spent with these 
amazing, bright, caring students has left me 
feeling, just like Emily in the play, ‘Oh earth, 
you’re too beautiful for any of us to realize!’”  
(Johanne Perry, director’s note, May 2014)

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING 
EARNEST
“The Importance of Being Earnest is described 
as a trivial comedy for serious people. We 
had a hoot rehearsing Earnest! There was so 
much to memorize, and I’m extremely proud 
of how this cast worked together (and how 
they came to love cucumber sandwiches).”  
(Johanne Perry, director’s note, May 2015)
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THE KING AND I
“The themes of this show are quite 
extraordinary—the role of women in the late 
19th century, the transition from slavery to 
freedom, the complexity of modernization, 
Westernization, and the beginning of the end 
of colonization.” (Johanne Perry, director’s 
note, Oct. 2015)

HANDING DOWN THE NAMES
“I love Family History and connecting with 
the ancestors who sacrificed so much for 
me so I could live my comfortable life.  This 
cast has been a joy to work with, more like 
true friends than students, and I will miss 
all the seniors especially. We’ve spent a 
lot of years together creating and playing. 
I really hope tonight you will feel the spirit 
of those who’ve handed you YOUR names.” 
(Johanne Perry, director’s note, May 2016)

The experience of performing in The King and I is 
just one of many in the eleven years I have been 
privileged to participate in at American Heritage 
School. It hasn’t always been easy.  In fact, it has 
been a real challenge! But because of the incredible 
people at AHS, I have been able to stretch higher 
than I thought I could and accomplish more than 

I ever thought possible.  The principles I have learned and internalized 
have given me perspective and will continue to guide me throughout 
my life.  In nearly every prayer I have offered since second grade, I have 
thanked my Heavenly Father for the opportunity of attending such a 
wonderful school.          

  — Linnea Miner Mott, Class of 2016

(1) Megan Holmes as Dorothy, Kenya Green as Glinda, Linnea Miner as the Wicked Witch in 
The Wizard of Oz (2014).  (2) Joshua Crockett as The King, Linnea Miner as Anna in The King 
and I (2015). 

2
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TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD
“You see, you never really understand a 
person until you consider things from his 
point of view.” —Atticus Finch 
(Program notes, May 2017)

THE MUSIC MAN
“As happens so often in theater, there is a 
deeper message in The Music Man than the 
superficial story line seems to dictate. If 
we look past the dancing, the singing, the 
characterizations, and spectacle, we find that 
even in the hearts of scoundrels (in this case, 
Harold Hill) some good is there to be found.” 
(Johanne Perry, director’s note, Nov. 2018)

BEAU JEST
“Beau Jest has been described as 'While You 
Were Sleeping meets Fiddler On The Roof'— 
Like Fiddler, this show is not so much about 
being Jewish, as it is about the complicated 
relationship between parent and child.  
Don’t we all feel the need to please our 
parents by meeting their expectations 
within our tradition while still figuring out 
how to be our own person?"  (Johanne 
Perry, director’s note, May 2018)

CINDERELLA
“Cinderella is a timeless tale, the ultimate 
princess story.  What I enjoy most about this 
version is that Cinderella, the girl, doesn’t 
simply allow things to happen to her; she is 
the impetus for the action.” (Johanne Perry, 
director’s note, Oct. 2016)

1
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(1) Hyrum Cowley as Professor Harold Hill with cast members in The Music Man (2018).  (2) Megan Holmes as Cinderella, Nathan Griffith as Prince Christopher, Katrina Riboldi 
as Cinderella's Godmother with cast members in Cinderella (2016). 

2
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PRIDE AND PREJUDICE
“For Jane Austen, happiness is something to 
which all people have a basic right. She views 
both pride and prejudice as the embodiment 
of a regard for the self over the happiness 
of others.  These flaws are overcome and 
her romance is the triumph of a society in 
change.” (Program notes, May 2012 & 2019)

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE  
LIVE RADIO PLAY
“As human beings, it’s typical that we 
compare our worst moments in life with the 
best moments in the lives of other people. 
Wouldn’t it be nice for each of us to have a 
'Clarence' in our lives to help us see the good 
we’re doing just as we are?  (Or maybe we 
could be the 'Clarence' for someone else.)”  
(Johanne Perry, director’s note, Nov. 2019)

1

2



THE TRAIL OF DREAMS
“As we watch this staging of The Trail of 
Dreams, performed in a different way than we 
could have imagined, it’s nice to know that we 
aren’t the first to have to make adjustments 
to our expectations.  And it’s nice to have 
these forerunners of faith call to us from 
the past, reminding us that no matter what 
obstacles we face, in the end, ‘All is Well! All 
is Well!’ ” (Johanne Perry, director's note, July 
2020)

YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU
An eccentric family allows each member to 
pursue his own ambition in the home, but 
their routine is disrupted when a daughter 
with a regular job wants to bring her fiancée 
and his family to dinner. “We invite you to 
laugh, cry, and cringe with us as we explore 
this important message about family, 
priorities, and ... tax evasion.” (Mattie Smith, 
director's note, October 2020)
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 (1) Pride and Prejudice cast members (2019).  (2) It's a Wonderful Life Live Radio Play cast members (2019).  (3) The Trail of Dreams cast 
members (2020).  (4) You Can’t Take it With You cast members with director Mattie Smith (2020).

3

4
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(1) Chandler Helvey, Mercedes Ng, Eliza Huhem, Tanlen Raubenheimer, Benjamin Weyland (Class of 2014).  (2) Ashley 
Roberts, Megan Sharp, Olivia Jarvis (2004).  (3) Ashley Welch (2013).  (4) Elizabeth Cromar, Kennedi Bleyl, Amy Boyle 
(2005). 

STUDENT ART WORK

1

2 3

4
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(1) Joy Crisman, Jordan Morse (2003).  (2) Margorie Murphy (2007).  (3) Heidi Boden. (4) 
Chris Culver (2017).  (5) Jan Parker (2017).  (6) Holly Welch, Mckell Goodsell, Walker Johnson, 
Catia Nunes (2007).  (7) Megan Mortensen, Malissa Lytle, Hannah Swim, Maya Reyes, Sophie 
Sheets, Brenley Mason (2014).
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(1) Let everything that has breath praise the Lord, by Andrei Tian (2009).  (2) Anna Burton (2014).  (3) Laelle Pack (2014).  
(4) Jake Gardner, Sam Goddard, Andrea Jensen (2017).  (5) Josh Jorgensen, Elena Hadlock (2005).  (6) Pencil portrait 
tracing of Jesus Christ.  (7) Jan Parker with art students (2014).  (8) Chris Culver, Deb Dowdle, Jan Parker.  (9) Artwork 
by Trinity Gibbs (2018).  (10) Further Light and Knowledge, by Clair Lytle (2019).
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(1) Stay Focused, by Rachel Stratton (2018).  (2) ElizaBeth Hymas working on 1 of 5 paintings for The Younique 
Foundation (2020).  (3) Into The Light, by ElizaBeth Hymas (2020).  (4) Alan Cui (2018).  (5) Honoring He Who Lives, 
by Quinten Hunsaker (2019).  (6) Wise Men Seek Him, by Ammon Montes (2018).  (7) Benjamin McMillan (2017).   
(8) Chris Culver with Jonathan Clark displaying Find the One (2019).  (9) Eliza Goddard, Abbie Brown (2019). 

1
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Experiential Learning with building architect Curtis Miner (2014) 

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING
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(1) Michael Sorensen (2014).  (2) Ashton Brown (2017).  
(3) Hands-on cooking (2020).  (4) Cayla Larson (2014).  
(5) Eliza Zolman (2019). 

xperiential Learning Week (E.L.W.)
serves as an intensive implementation 

of the 4R-ing methodology (Research, Reason, 
Relate, Record). The purpose of E.L.W. is to 
bridge academic experiences and exploration 
of real world applications—all in harmony with 
American Heritage School’s mission statement. 
ELW is a one-week course of study devoted to 
elective subjects where classes are suspended and 
replaced with project-based, real-world learning 
experiences in academic fields of interest to AHS 
students under the mentorship of caring, expert 
AHS instructors and specially invited mentors. 
The week consists of a focused, single-course 
format and allows the school to be responsive to 
student needs and interests, and to experience a 
variety of places and styles of learning including 
classes at school, educational field trips, guest-
presenters, and travel study. 
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(1) Photography students explore Arches National Park (2019).  (2) Can-
yoneering near of Zions National Park (2019).  (3) Film production students 
visit BYUtv studios (2020).  
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(1) Origami adventure with Bethany Cory (2018).  (2) Experiencing Polynesian culture (2018).   
(3) World Religions (2014).  (4) Students and faculty with Nathan Hale statue sculptor Kraig Varner 
(2019).  (5) Health and Fitness with Brian Smith and Yahosh Bonner (2019).
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CHAR ACTER ATHLETICS

102

1

(1) Cross Country team (2013).  (2) Boys UHSAA varsity team (2021).  (3) Paora Winitana (2020).  (4) Tyler Bree Jansen 
(2019).  (5) Caleb Peel, Grace Haymond (2018).  (6) Julianne Sessions, Grace Rutherford (2020).  (7) Isabelle Fee (2020).  
(8) Hyrum Parkin (2018). 

thletics are an important part of 
the American Heritage School 

experience. All athletic programs are 
facilitated in harmony with our school’s 
mission statement. Coaches instill not only 
skills and attitude, but they also focus on 
developing character. Sports offer a unique 
opportunity to fulfill the mission of AHS 
to develop the heart, mind and body of our 
students.

2
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(1) Hunter Christiansen, Peyton Harris, Bronson Woolston, Hannah Price, Rex Gerlach, Kathleen Crossley, Lizi Beckwith, Garrett Jensen, Landy Maxfield, Caleb Peel, Grace 
Haymond, Ben Braithwaite (2019).  (2) Charles Valverde, Lakyn Adams (2016).  (3) Jacob Kleinman, Drew Bowen, Bethany Bailey (2010).  (4) Advanced Ballroom Team (2014).     

B A L L R O O M

PATRIOTS

BALLROOM DANCE

2 3 4

1



(1) Showcase (2015).  (2) Competition winners: Emma Gibbs, Derek Rowen (2018).  (3) Charles Valverde, Landy Maxfield, Page McNamara, Nathan Holmstead, Sierra Klingler, 
Caleb Kohn (2017). (4) Bentley Reynolds, Olivia Washburn, Rex Gerlach, Emma Jensen (2019).  (5) Jacob Burr, Kathleen Crossley (2017).  (6) Vashti Allred, Bronson Pullen (2017).  

105
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(1) Coach Blake Jansen, Tanner Young, McKay Monson, Tanner Sosa, Evan Rutherford, Keeden Sisneros, A.J. Willardson, Christian Anderson, Todd Stirling, Kolby Sisneros, Kamele Lung, 
Coach Mike Schneider (2019).  (2) Jaden Adams (2020).  (3) Christian Anderson (2019).  (4) Team (2020). 

B A S E B A L L

PATRIOTS

BASEBALL

2 3 4
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(1) Coach Bryce Taylor and Jereamie Randall with the school's first basketball team (2008). 
(2) Boys team (2009).  (3) Girls team (2010).  (4) & (5) Lady Patriots (2014).  (6) Girls team 
(2009). 

BASKETBALL

PATRIOTS

BASKETBALL

107
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(1) Boys team (2014).  (2) Boys team (2014).  (3) James Severn (2015).  (4) Team huddle (2015). 
(5) JV Lady Patriots (2014).  (6) Varsity Lady Patriots (2017). 
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(1) Boys USSA team (2019).  (2) Keba Keita, McKay Monson (2020).  (3) Izzy and Rachel Stratton 
(2019).  (4) Abby Johnson (2020).  (5) Kris Tony (2020).  (6) Boys Middle School team (2019). 
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(1) Cross country race (2020).  (2) Parker Reyes (2013).  (3) Amber Sessions,  Elisa Huhem,  
Samantha Burton, Natasha Huhem (2013).  (4) Drew Bowen, cross country race (2011).  
(5) Daniel Haymond,  Jens & Josh Jorgensen (2015).  (6) & (7) Teams (2013).  (8) Team 
(2018).

CROSS  COUNTRY

PATRIOTS

CROSS COUNTRY
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(1) Benson Hale, Katelyn Merten, Izzy Fisher-Sidwell, Kailey Woolston, Harvest Hale, 
Ann Marie Gibb, Madeline Swensen, Andrew Fee (2018).  (2) Patriot 5K (2018).  
(3) Patriot 5K (2017).  (4) Coach Brian Smith with team (2017).  (5) Ann Marie Gibbs 
(2018).  (6) Pre-race warmups (2017).
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(1) William Curzon (2014).  (2) Coach Mason (2014).  (3) Coed team (2014).  (4) Girls team 
(2014).  (5) Boys team (2014).  (6) Andrew Sessions.  (7) Megan Holmes.  (8) Clark Miner.

S O C C E R

PATRIOTS

  SOCCER

21
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(1) Boys team (2019).  (2) William Curzon.  (3) Coach Peter Knecht.  (4) Coach Nicholas 
Gentile with team (2018).  (5) Boys team (2020).  (6) Girls Middle School team (2019).  
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(1) Girls tennis team (Fall 2018).  (2) Naomi Noot, UHSAA 2A/3A State Champion (2019-20).  (3) Girls team (2019).  
(4) EmmaLyn Hymas with teammates (2020).  (5) Lizi Beckwith (2019).  

S O C C E R

PATRIOTS

TENNIS

1

2

3 4

5

2
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(1) Boys tennis team (Spring 2019).  (2) David Johnson (2019).  (3) Kaden Hunsaker (2019).
(4) John Burr (2019).  (5) Jayden Monson (2019).  

1

2 3

4 5



3

(1) Training on new track (2019).  (2) Stephen Sessions.  (3) Colton Rowe.  (4) Emma Gibbs. (5) Joshua van 
der Beek. 

1

2

4

5
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TRACK & FIELD

PATRIOTS

TRACK & FIELD



117

CHAPTER THREE  Educating Hearts and Minds

(1) Team (2017).  (2) Jacob Merten.  (3) Team (2019).  (4) Shawn Piao (2019).  (5) Jack Reed (2019).  
(6) Jaden Adams.  (7) Team (2020).  (8) Everton Hughes (2019).  (9) Julianne Sessions (2017). 

1
3

4

5

2

6 7
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U
LTIMATE FRISBEE

PATRIOTS
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(1) Rachel Stratton, Rebecca Stratton (2017).  (2) Lady Patriots (2017).  (3) Lady Patriots (2018).  (4) Isabelle Stratton (2018).  
(5) Anna Burton (2017).  (6) Marinn Duncan (2017).

VO L L E Y B A L L

PATRIOTS

VOLLEYBALL

1 2

3

5

4

6
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(1) Isaac Allred (2018).  (2) Boys team (2019).  (3) Jack Reed & Kyle Zufelt (2020).  (4) Boys 
team (2017).  (5) Boys team (2017).  (6) Championship winners (2017).  (7) Team huddle 
(2019).  

1 2 3

4

5

6 7



AHS High School Chamber Singers prepare for the 
American Heritage School 40th Anniversary Celebration 

and Building Dedication, September 17, 2009.
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The school
continues to remain 
committed to 
instilling in students 
the importance of 

“God, country, and academic 
excellence.”            

— Laurie Swim, Board of Directors Chairman



The 35th Anniversary ribbon cutting ceremony with Grant Beckwith, Heber Thompson (American Fork mayor), and Shirley Andersen (school founder), 2005 

CHAPTER THREE  Educating Hearts and Minds

121

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
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1 2

3 4

50th Anniversary Celebration 

(1) David Osmond singing with the Osmond Chapman Orchestra. 
(2) Bela Nicosia, Evan Rutherford.  (3) Matthew Sperry, Shannon Brown. 
(4) Brother and sister dancers. 
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Festival

Celebrating 50 years!
Sept. 17, 2020



As part of the school's 50th anniversary 
celebrations, the Nathan Hale statue 
was unveiled during the Constitution 
Day Festival in September 2020. 
Captured and killed by the British during 
the Revolutionary War, Nathan Hale 
epitomizes the character AHS seeks to 
instill in each of its students. A faithful 
Christian, dedicated teacher, and war 
hero, he truly was a Disciple, Scholar, 
and Patriot.



“The first and most important truth I 
have come to understand is that the 
Spirit is the most effective teacher 
and must be present in abundance to 
provide the best and most complete 
educational experience possible.”
       — Holly Welch (Class of 2011)
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
ELDER DALLIN H. OAKS
A member of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles since May 1984.  
Also a member of the “BY High” 
(Brigham Young Academy) graduating 
class of 1950.

30 GRADUATES

including 3 

early graduateshe first high school graduating class of 
American Heritage School donned their 

caps in the spring of 2011. Over the last decade, 
AHS graduates have continued a strong tradition 
of excellence, receiving scholarships to top 
colleges and universities throughout the country, 
including all BYU campuses. Several students 
have received National Merit honors for their 
stellar academic performances, placing them in 
the top 3% of nearly 2 million eligible high school 
candidates.  But the most extraordinary aspect 
of AHS graduates has as much to do with their 
hearts as their minds (see graduate quotes). 

Stephen Duncan (Class of 2011)
with Principal Beckwith

PREPARED GR ADUATES



“This school has been the foundation 
for the rest of my life. I have been using 
the 4R-ing method (Research, Reason, 
Relate, Record) for so long that it is 
engraved on the fleshy tablets of my 
heart, and I will be able to do so much 
because of it.”
          — Mariane Sorensen (Class of 2012)
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
CECIL O. SAMUELSON
12th President of Brigham Young 
University. 

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
JULIE B. BECK
15th General President of the Relief 
Society. 

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
WILLIAM P. MUMMA
President and Chairman of the Board 
for the Becket Fund for Religious 
Liberty.

26 GRADUATES

including 3 

early graduates

27 GRADUATES

39 GRADUATES

including 6 

early graduates.

“We have gained the skills necessary to 
ford the deeper rivers of life.  We have 
built a firm foundation upon Christ and 
His true principles in preparation to 
stand firm in the world as a beacon of 
steadiness, truth, and light—even when 
other pressures swirl around us as a 
raging river, as life’s pressures surely will." 
            — Andrew Sessions (Class of 2014)

“Now that I am to go out into the world, 
I shall hold my head up high, facing 
heavenward, and declare that I am ready 
for whatever the world may throw at 
me, because of the rock upon which I 
am built, ‘which is a sure foundation, a 
foundation whereon if men build, they 
cannot fall’ (Helaman 5:12).”
                — Trustin Chun (Class of 2013)
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
MATTHEW S. HOLLAND
President of Utah Valley University.

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS
NOEL B. & SYDNEY S. REYNOLDS
President and Matron of the Mount 
Timpanogos Utah Temple.

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS
ELDER BRUCE C. HAFEN AND 
MARIE K. HAFEN
Emeritus General Authority.  Temple 
President and Matron of the St. 
George Temple.

39 GRADUATES

including 1

early graduate

17 GRADUATES

41 GRADUATES

including 4 

early graduates

“I truly feel the experiences and learning 
I have had at American Heritage could 
not have happened somewhere else. I 
have been able to see the importance of 
my own place and mission in the Savior’s 
plan as I have studied the past and look 
to the future.”
           — Samantha Burton (Class of 2015)

“In addition to gospel teachings, 
American Heritage has instilled in me a 
deep love and respect for the Founding 
Fathers, America’s crucial history, and 
the founding documents such as the 
Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution—in essence, a love of 
liberty.”
           — Kaleb Hansen (Class of 2016)

“This is a school that has taught me 
how to reason and relate, a school that 
has taught me how to identify true and 
correct principles, a school that has 
taught me to love others, and a school 
that has made me a better person.”
             — Megan Holmes (Class of 2017)
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
ELDER GERALD N. LUND
Emeritus member of the Second 
Quorum of the Seventy. Author and 
speaker.

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
ELDER QUENTIN L. COOK
A member of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles since October 2007.  

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
ELDER CRAIG A. CARDON
Emeritus General Authority Seventy

40 GRADUATES

including 1 

early graduate
59 GRADUATES

including 1 

early graduate

57 GRADUATES

including 3 

early graduates

“American Heritage has proved to be 
the place I needed to thrive. It has 
consistently pointed me in the right 
direction. And even on those days I 
felt discouraged, I would look out the 
window and see the spire of the temple 
directing my desires toward heaven.”
                     —Clara Cook (Class of 2019)

“I believe that being a Patriot is 
establishing lifelong personal principles 
that you will never break, no matter what 
the circumstance or challenge.”
                    — Jacob Meeks (Class of 2018)

“Your family can be your closest friends 
and greatest advocates. At American 
Heritage I attended school with all five 
of my siblings, gave many hugs in the 
hallways, and shared jokes during lunch. 
That is an incredible blessing that I will 
forever be grateful for.”         
              — Rachel Stratton (Class of 2020)
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“Graduates prepared to lead strong Christ-
centered lives and families is the fullest 
expression of our mission and the focus of 
American Heritage School’s curriculum and 
methodologies.”   

— Grant Beckwith, Principal

EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY

t American Heritage School, students learn the 
importance of developing Christian character 

and have many opportunities to do so. Religious and 
moral education is incorporated daily in every class 
and every subject—not viewed as a separate subject 
restricted to a separate location. Students read a wide 
variety of literature from Shakespeare to Tolstoy to 
the Prophet Joseph Smith. Literature selections from 
original source materials teach moral truths, model 
virtue, and uphold the highest academic standards. 
A providential view of history is taught as a subject 
and is also woven into every subject through the use 
of timelines in each classroom.  History begins in 
premortality, continues through the chronology of the 
Bible and Book of Mormon, encompasses both world 
and American history, and points toward the Second 
Coming of Christ.
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CHARACTER
Developing hearts centered in Christ, influenced  

by example and refined through experience.

“Master, which is the great commandment in the law?
Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 

all thy heart and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  

This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it,  

Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour 

as thyself.”

 BUILDING CHARACTER AT AHS
•  Daily class devotionals
•  Principle approach to education
•  Master projects
•  Stewardship minutes
•  Annual grade-level devotionals
•  Ancestor reports
•  Service clubs
•  All-participation athletics
•  Senior thesis
•  “This I Believe” essays
•  Sacred music and hymn singing
•  Focus on For the Strength of Youth 

and Honor Code
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SCHOLARSHIP
Inspiring minds through transformational teaching 

and learning in the light of the restored gospel.

RIGOROUS ACADEMICS

+
RESTORED-GOSPEL

PERSPECTIVE

=
AHS SCHOLARSHIP

2020 ACADEMIC HIGHLIGHTS

• $1 million+ in college  
scholarship offers

• Accepted to 129  
universities/colleges

• 100% graduation rate
• 100% college acceptance rate
• 100% wrote and defended a  

20-page senior thesis
• 80% BYU-Provo  

acceptance rate
• 59 students from 4 countries  

(Canada, China,  
Hong Kong, USA)

• 26 avg. AHS ACT score (Utah 
ACT average = 20)

• AHS students perform 1–2 
grade levels higher on STAR 
testing

• 13:1 student-to-teacher ratio
• 8–25 range of students per class

AP Results:
• 92% pass rate in AP Seminar, AP 

Stats, AP US Government
• 117 exams given
• Pass rate in AP Seminar, AP 

Stats, AP US Government
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LIBERTY
Choosing moral self-government as the foundation  
of thriving individuals, families, and communities.

hrist-like character and Christian scholarship is 
grounded in the truth that God has given each 

of us the freedom to experience liberty and eternal 
life through Christ and his teachings, or captivity and 
death through disobedience to those teachings. We 
invite students to experience liberty through Christian 
self-government, recognizing that personal and civil 
liberty can only exist when there is adherence to moral 
law by self-governed individuals. By carefully studying 
the founding principles of America and the lives of 
the founding fathers and mothers, students learn the 
importance of moral self-government and why it is 
essential to lasting liberty. 

“... where the Spirit of the    

     Lord is, there is liberty.”
—2 Corinthians 3:17



e are a truly independent and 
self-reliant school community.  

The school accepts no federal, state, 
or local tax funding. To keep quality 
high and tuition low, we never use 
debt financing or tuition dollars—
only donations—for land acquisitions, 
facilities expansion, or other significant 
building projects.  Without the generous 
support of donors, tuition for a private 
educational experience of similar quality 
and scope would need to be nearly 
double the present rate.  In other words, 
a student's tuition at AHS represents 
only about half of the true cost of that 
seat.

A CULTURE OF
INDEPENDENCE & SELF-RELIANCE 
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$879K
$879K

2019–20
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Grant Beckwith
Principal

Charné Adams
Assistant Principal, K–6

Elizabeth Jacob Acuña
Assistant Principal, 7–12

Blaine Hunsaker
Assistant Principal,

Fine Arts and Athletics

“American Heritage School is a school that is rich in 
heritage, sacrifice, and stewardship. Teachers, parents, 
and students all play a vital role in helping to fulfill our 
mission and goals, making it a place of love, gentleness, 
academic excellence, and transformational learning 
for all. We look forward to each new school year as 
we learn together 'by study and also by faith' (D&C 
88:118).”
                                                                  — Administration (2020)





COMMUNITY &
WORLDWIDE
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PROGRAMS & RESOURCES TO MAXIMIZE
DIVINE POTENTIAL
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n 2007, the Board of Trustees, with the assistance of the 
Administration of American Heritage School, and with feedback 

from parents, developed a strategic plan.  The vision statement of that 2007 
plan states, 'American Heritage School will be an effective educational 
resource for parents worldwide in assisting children and families to 
maximize their divine potential.'  Who would have believed that just eight 
years later families in all 50 states, along with families in over 50 countries, 
would be the beneficiaries of The Family School, the worldwide outreach 
of American Heritage School?  Each day around the world, children begin 
their day nourishing their spirits with a devotional followed by a prayer.  
Teachers and homeschool parents then use American Heritage School’s 
curriculum, which is carefully prepared to help the students feel the Spirit 
as they learn a variety of subjects along with the enlightened teachings of 
the restored gospel of Jesus Christ.  Parents around the world are rejoicing 
because their families are blessed in a remarkable way as a result of the 
curriculum that enlarges the souls and enlightens the understanding of 
their children."

— Bob Sorensen, Board Chairman (2015)

 M A X I M I Z E 
Divine Potential
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WORLDWIDE EDUCATION
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Family School “Miracle” Team 2012

A one-room schoolhouse approach for
 

Educating Hearts & Minds for Latter-day Families for 43 years

LDS Homeschoolers

using the 
"LDSLIVING" 
promo code
through12/31/12.

www.latterdaylearning.org

Discover the joy of an academic AND 
spiritual education this Christmas

A gift for the entire family!

he Family Education Resource Center 
was designed to provide resources to 

groups of like-minded families who desired 
to take part in their children’s education.   
Under the direction of John P. Covey, free 
monthly lectures were offered, Summer Youth 
Camps began in 2003, and a homeschool 
history curriculum was developed. Work 
commenced under the direction of Leland 
Anderson to develop Christ-centered, 
principle-based academic resources that 
would serve the growing Latter-day Saint 
homeschool community throughout the 
world.  In 2012, the first version of The Family 
School was introduced. Five years later, under 
the direction of Peter Knecht, Family School 
My Way was revealed to over 1,000 families, 
which added several new tools to further 
simplify and enrich teaching for over 20,000 
children in over 70 countries worldwide!



Family School participants on Constitution Day (September 2017)
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Family Education Retreat & Curriculum Fair (2017)

American Heritage School is a great school 
with inspiring aims. Children learn time-
tested principles and are nurtured by 
loving teachers, staff, and administrators. 
Parents are embraced in a family-and-
school partnership that validates and 

supports noble academic and moral goals for their children. 
The board of trustees and principal are visionary leaders who 
continually exemplify excellent communication and kindness. The 
administrative team is very helpful and effective. The teachers 
and students influence and inspire my children to choose good 
character in all activities of life. The curriculum and programs 
inspire greatness in children, youth, and families. American 
Heritage School does this and much more. It is truly a great 
school! I will always be grateful for my family's experiences at 
American Heritage School!

       — Leland Anderson, Former Administrator, Teacher, Parent
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Due to the outbreak of COVID-19 and the subsequent school closures, American Heritage School Worldwide began freely sharing all 
Pre-K to 12 courses to support families whose children were receiving education from home.
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HERITAGE YOUTH CHOIRS

acred music has always been an 
integral part of American Heritage 

School’s history, aligning perfectly with 
Rob Swenson’s dream of establishing a 
choir program in northern Utah County 
for children and youth with a focus on 
sacred music. Since its founding in 2009,  
the Heritage Youth Chorus embarks each 
year on a service and performance tour, 
presenting free musical firesides for stakes 
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints throughout the country. The Heritage 
Youth Chorus is the premier touring 
ensemble in the Heritage Youth Choirs 
organization, which provides faith-centered 
singing experiences for children and youth  
of all ages in the community. 

New York and Washington, D.C. Tour, Lincoln Memorial, Washington, D.C. (2015) 
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(1) California Tour, Oakland Temple.  (2) Idaho Tour, Idaho Falls Temple.  (3) Midwest Tour, Nauvoo Temple, IL. 
(4) First fireside tour, Southern Utah, Historic Tabernacle, St. George, UT.  (5) Southern States Tour, Four Corners, 
AZ.  (6) Pacific Northwest Tour, OR.  (7) California Tour, Golden Gate Bridge, San Francisco, CA.  (8) Midwestern 
U.S. Tour, Kirtland Temple, OH.  (9) Southeastern States Tour, Colonial Williamsburg, VA.

2013-14

2016-17

1

2

3

6

5

4

7

8

9

2018-19

2009-10
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I Know That My Redeemer Lives Concert, Libby Gardner Hall, University of Utah, Salt Lake City (2019) 

The experiences that I have had singing and testifying all over the country with these 
extraordinary youth have been priceless. We’ve seen many miracles and enjoyed countless 
sacred experiences together. More importantly, I’ve had the pleasure of associating with some of 
the most extraordinary young people on the planet and watching as they have experienced the 
transformational power of sacred music. 

           
 — Rob Swenson, Heritage Youth Choirs Program Director 
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Youth Chorus
Grades 8–12
Directors: Rob Swenson 
& Matt Thornton
Accompanist: Neil Harmon

Children’s Choir
Grades 5–7
Director: Kimi Davies
Past Directors: Cheri Hancock,
Vicki McMurray
Accompanist: LauraLyn Eberting

Junior Chorus
Grades 1–4
Director: Deborah Otteson
Accompanist: Michelle Jorgensen

(1) Youth Chorus (2019).  (2) Junior Chorus (2018).  
(3) Grace Haymond, William Curzon, Rian Holmes, Garrett 
Ostler (2017).  (4) Tori Nielson, Tori Cook, Claire Gunther 
(2012).  (5) Children's Choir (2018).  (6) An American 
Heritage Christmas (2012). 

2 3

1

4 5

6
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EFY MEDLEY Featuring the Heritage Youth Chorus, directed by Rob 
Swenson. This 2019 music video celebrated the 20th anniversary of the EFY Medley: As Sisters In 
Zion & We’ll Bring the World His Truth, written by Michael R. Hicks. 
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CHILDREN OF 
LIBERTY
Songs of Gratitude and Deliverance 
produced by Rob Swenson and Greg 
Hansen. Performed by American Heritage 
Youth Chorus and Lyceum Philharmonic.

A tribute to pilgrims, patriots, and 
pioneers who planted the seeds of 
America’s future: those who endured 
unimaginable hardship as they made 
their way, step by step, as a testament 
to their unwavering faith in God.

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
Inspiring, Christ-centered hymns and 
anthems. 

A compilation of sacred music by the 
acclaimed Heritage Youth Chorus. This 
beautiful collection features never-
before-recorded arrangements by 
award-winning composers like Mack 
Wilberg, Ryan Murphy, and Marshall 
McDonald. 

Youth Chorus California Tour, San Diego California Temple (2018)

Recorded collections of beautiful, inspiring songs 
performed by American Heritage Youth Chorus.



in the state

for twelve

consecutive years,

2009–2020.

Lyceum Music Festival, Abravanel Hall (2009)
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ayson Brown joined the AHS faculty in 
October of 2008, bringing some of the most 

accomplished young musicians in northern Utah 
(formerly sponsored by The Music School) to American 
Heritage.  Under his direction, the Lyceum Philharmonic 
at American Heritage School has been featured on PBS, 
has recorded for SONY Masterworks, has performed 
on some of the most exclusive stages in the world, 
has released multiple No. 1 iTunes singles with both 
The Piano Guys and Paul Cardall, and has entertained 
and inspired millions worldwide on YouTube.  In all 
endeavors, this high-school-age student ensemble 
strives to champion a message of faith, patriotism, and a 
life-long love of learning. As the founder of the Lyceum 
Music Festival, Kayson also oversees a nationally 
significant summer music festival offering musicians 
ages 8 to 21 the rare opportunity to perform alongside 
top industry professionals.

“           Sometimes all it takes to inspire a young person is to find that role     
          model who has “made it” and who is willing to help you find your 
      own path to success.  This is what I want for every participant!  A new
perspective on music and how music can change the world for them—and 
for all of us.   
        

 — Kayson Brown, Lyceum Music Festival Founder and Music Director

LYCEUM ORCHESTR AS
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2008 and 2009

20132012

20112010

n December 17, 2009, both President Dieter F. Uchtdorf 
and Elder Dallin H. Oaks came to view American 

Heritage School’s unique Christmas program titled “An 
American Heritage Christmas,” which featured Michael Ballam 
as a special guest artist and Stephen R. Covey as narrator.  The 
American Heritage Lyceum Philharmonic and the American 
Heritage Youth Choirs performed brilliantly and the evening 
was nothing short of magical! In a thank-you letter to Mr. 
Beckwith, President Uchtdorf expressed his feelings: “Sister 
Uchtdorf and I express our sincere appreciation for last night’s 
wonderful evening of entertainment.  We were happy to hear the 
voice of Brother Ballam and we were especially touched by the 
talented students of American Heritage School.”  

"An American Heritage Christmas" has since become one of the 
most anticipated Christmas events along the Wasatch Front as it 
continues to feature these talented youth performing along side 
Utah's most sought-after professional performers.

Please extend our love and greetings to all who 
participated in the concert, and each one of your 
students.  You have a beautiful place where you can 
educate the hearts and minds of young people. 

           
 — President Dieter F. Uchtdorf

Michael Ballam Stephen Covey

 President Dieter F. Uchtdorf

 President Dallin H. Oaks
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2014

201920182017

20162015

Dallyn Vail  Bayles Alex Boyé David and Marie Osmond Nathan Pacheco Lexi Walker

2020 David Archuleta
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Lyceum Music Festival Concert with Simply 3, Thanksgiving Point (2018)
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HEARTS & MINDS
Featuring: Dallyn Vail Bayles, Jenny Oaks 
Baker, Jordan Bluth.

This combination of sacred, patriotic, 
and classical music has had a significant 
impact on the high-school-age 
musicians of the Lyceum Philharmonic. 
The music has inspired each of us, 
and it is our sincere hope that it will 
likewise find a place in your heart and 
mind.

SIMPLE GIFTS
Featuring: World renowned tenor Nathan 
Pacheco and Grammy-nominated violinist 
Jenny Oaks Baker.

Includes lush, new orchestral 
arrangements of American classics, 
including "Shenandoah," "Ashokan 
Farewell," "What A Wonderful World," 
"Homeward Bound," "Simple Gifts," and 
more.

HOLY NIGHT
Featuring: Lexi Walker’s clear, stirring 
rendition of “Ave Maria.”

Features new orchestral arrangements 
of beloved Christ-centered Christmas 
carols including “Silent Night,” “With 
Wondering Awe,” “Joy to the World,” 
and “O Holy Night.” These inspiring, 
traditional Christmas favorites are 
designed to help families focus on the 
worshipful nature of this most sacred 
of holidays.

THE MASTER
A rare collection of sacred hymns 
performed by dedicated young musicians.  
It is a deeply felt statement of faith in the 
Master – Jesus Christ.

The musical essence of each hymn, 
powerfully and beautifully arranged, 
communicates feelings of devotion 
in an effort to fulfill the Lyceum 
Philharmonic’s mission of inspiring and 
educating audiences with music.

TURNING HEARTS
The musicians featured on this album are 
ages 14 to 18. They face unprecedented 
challenges on a journey to find or build 
faith while reconciling the expectations 
and promises of their fathers with 21st 
century realities. 

“And he shall plant in the hearts of 
the children the promises made to the 
fathers, and the hearts of the children 
shall turn to their fathers.” – D&C 2:2

Nationally distributed albums that focus on faith, 
patriotism, and masterworks of the classical repertoire. 
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SUMMER PRO GR AMS

3 - 2 - 1
A student at American Heritage School's Youth 
Camp, Explore Life, prepares to launch her rocket 
as her instructor does the countdown.

n 2003, an EXPLORE LIFE 
Youth Summer Camp was 

offered by the Family Education 
Center.  Students learned about Space, 
medieval life, Polynesian culture, and 
life on the frontier in a week-long 
camp.  In continuing years, a variety of 
summer courses taught by experienced 
AHS instructors, guest presenters, 
and professionals give students new 
opportunities to engage in learning 
experiences—to study one subject in 
depth—and to experience new ways of 
learning. 
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Biology Science STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math)

R.A.C.E. 
Rising Athletes Camp of Excellence

Ballroom Dance Mission/College Cooking

Amazing Read Adventure Group Voice Class
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AN EXPANDING
CAMPUS
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CONTINUED GROWTH

ecause of high demand for the type of education provided by  
American Heritage School, and the vision of generous donors, a 

25,000 square foot, $4 million construction project was completed in the 
fall of 2009.   The project provided much-needed additional elementary 
classrooms, as well as classrooms for a new high school program.  A new 
orchestra room for the newly acquired American Heritage Philharmonic 
orchestra was also completed.  To ensure room for further growth, the 
process of acquiring additional land began.  In April of 2017, Principal 
Grant Beckwith announced a 3-phase master campus expansion plan for 
a new high school building and athletic facilities to be constructed on 
the newly acquired 30-acre parcel of land.  Phase 1: Outdoor and indoor 
athletic facilities. Phase 2: Curricular classrooms expansion as well as a 
student commons and activity area. Phase 3:  A world-class performing 
arts center.  A groundbreaking ceremony celebration was held May 9, 
2017.  Phase 1 of the new high school building and athletic facilities 
was complete and ready for use at the start of the 2018–19 school year.  
Construction on portions Phase 2 began in the fall of 2020.  Generosity 
from devoted supporters continues the pattern of consecrated donor 
sacrifice that has endured from the early years of our school’s history, 
which allows us to operate debt free—keeping the cost of tuition at 
remarkably low rates for the quality of experiences provided.

 2009 Addition

May 2017

159



(1) Elementary students at the campus expansion groundbreaking 
(2017).  (2) Angela Davidson, Elizabeth Acuña, Blaine Hunsaker, 
Charné Adams, Chase Hale (2017).

CAMPUS EXPANSION
 Groundbreaking May 2017
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merican Heritage School has a mission 
and a mandate to help more families with 

the increasingly difficult challenge of bringing 
our children up in light and truth.  This is why 
the Board of Trustees is leading the charge to 
expand our campus and offerings.  In 2017, we 
concluded the acquisition of 28 acres surrounding 
the existing campus and commenced construction 
on a new athletic field and a beautiful new high 
school facility.  As exciting as our physical growth 
is, our number one focus as we grow is to promote a 
spirit of Christian character, inspired scholarship, 
and self-governed liberty in the individual hearts 
and minds of each student, one by one.  “Where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” (2 Cor. 3:17)    

1

2

“Our number one focus as we grow is to promote a spirit 
of Christian character, inspired scholarship, and self-
governed liberty in the individual hearts and minds of 
each student.” 
                                                      — Grant Beckwith, Principal



Those who lay the foundation of any great work 
do so because of love—love of God, love of fellow 
men, and love of country.  This love instills in them a 
profound desire to consecrate their lives to building 
Zion both temporally and spiritually. The founders 
of American Heritage School loved the founders of 

this nation.  They loved their fellow men, and they loved God’s word, His 
prophets, and commandments. They believed in His promises.     
        

— LaDawn Jacob, Board of Trustees (May 9, 2017)
Campus Expansion Groundbreaking Celebration
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TENNIS 
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1

2

(1) Shirley Andersen, LaDawn Jacob, Elizabeth Acuña, (2017).  (2) Christopher Holmstead, Kathryn Holmstead, 
LaDawn Jacob, James Jacob, Shirley Andersen, Stan Swim, Laurie Swim, Candice Beckwith (May 2017).
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OUTDOOR ATHLETICS (PHASE 1A)
Completed fall of 2018
1. Future soccer field
2. Future greenhouse and garden
3. Outdoor Basketball Courts
4. Tennis Courts (4)
5. Expanded Elementary Play System
6. Concessions, Restrooms, & Outdoor Storage
7. 1,733-seat Stadium, Soccer Field, Track & Field
8. Baseball/Softball Field

INDOOR ATHLETICS (PHASE 1B)
Completed fall of 2018

1. Classrooms for Curricular Instruction, Dance, 
Health, P.E., Weightlifting; Locker Rooms

2. 1,406-seat Patriot Arena with Elevated Indoor 
Track

7–12 CLASSROOMS (PHASE 2) 
Future expansion

7–12 BUILDING (PHASES 1C & 2A)
Construction started fall 2020

1. Auxiliary Gym (1C)
2. Kitchen, Cafeteria, Student Commons, 

Classrooms, and unfinished space to be 
purposed later (2A)

3. General Classrooms and Specialized Classrooms for 
Science, Art, Engineering, Math & Technology

4. Student Commons & Activity Area, Administrative 
Offices

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER (PHASE 3)
future expansion

1. 900-Seat Concert Hall
2. Music Classrooms & Rehearsal Rooms
3. 300-Seat Small Theater/Auditorium

C ONSTRUCTION PHASES
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2018–2019
(1) Patriot Arena in newly completed high school building. 
(2) 6th grade students on newly completed field.  (3) Aerial view of 
newly completed track and field.  (4) Traditional firing of cannon on first 
day of 2018–19 school year. 

1

3

2

4
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Laurie Swim, Board of Trustees Rachel Beus, Teacher Joseph Andersen & Karina (Hansen) Andersen, Alumni

STANDING ON THE PROMISES
High School Building and Campus Dedication
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High School Building and Campus Dedication, April 10, 2019

“We ask Thee, Father, to help us expand the reach and influence of American Heritage, its 
mission and its curriculum. May it stand as an example to other institutions and to families 
across the globe. Help us, dear Father, to be welcoming on this campus to children and families 
of differing backgrounds, ethnicities, and faiths. May all who enter this campus be granted a 
portion of thy spirit to bless their visit and help them feel of the importance of our mission.”  
     

 — Campus Expansion Dedicatory Prayer, Offered by Derek Maxfield 
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Educating Our Youth

Principals
Board of Trustees

Timeline



APPENDIX

Educating Our Youth

For years Professor H.V. Andersen and his wife, Shirley, the 
parents of 12 children, had sent their children to a private 
school.  Feeling that nothing was more important than 
teaching religious principles along with secular knowledge, 
the Andersens became concerned when they learned that the 
school their children had been attending would be closing, 
permanently.

With no viable private school alternatives available in their 
community, the Andersens banded together with other 
parents to form American Heritage School in Pleasant Grove, 
Utah.  None of the families had significant resources, so they 
borrowed money to buy an old, worn-out church building, and 
for years the school survived with volunteer teachers (often 
including parents).

When our family moved back to the Provo/Orem area in 1984, my wife and I 
looked around for a private school for our children.  We found one that was very 
strong academically, but after a few years we became frustrated with teacher 
turnover and enrolled our two youngest children in a different private school.  
Here we found other problems, especially a lack of adequate classroom discipline.  
So, we searched again and discovered American Heritage School.  Professor 
Andersen (now deceased) had been my business law professor at Brigham 
Young University, and I understood his vision for the school.  We enrolled our 
two youngest daughters in January 1993.

By now we had learned that there was much more to learning than academics, 
classroom size, and bricks and mortar.  Education is a matter of both the heart 
and mind and the desired spiritual element had been lacking in the two previous 
schools and also in the public school system.

At the end of the 1993 school year, the chairman of the board of trustees asked 
if I might be willing to join the board.  I was willing to help, especially because 
of the desire to benefit my own children and out of respect for and gratitude to 
Professor Andersen.  

The school was being run by exceptionally dedicated people, but I discovered 
a lack of sound business and organizational practices beginning at the board 

level and extending on down.  The school was a corporation, 
but no one could find the by-laws.  There was a general sense 
of philosophy and principles, but no clear mission statement to 
unite the board, faculty, and parents.  Tuition was modest and 
insufficient to cover the costs of maintaining an old building and 
other capital expenses.  

In 1994, I was asked to chair the board after it had reached a 
difficult impasse with the existing (but resigning) administration.  
I had less experience with the school than the other trustees, but 
more outside business experience, and they viewed that as an 
important asset.

The first step was to find a new head administrator, and, after 
prayerful consideration, the board appointed one of our seasoned 
teachers, Mrs. Maxine Kerttula, to the position.  She and the 

administrative team she pulled together proved to be a gift from heaven.  Though 
she had no more experience as an administrator than I had as a board chairman 
of a private school, somehow, we developed a unity of vision which has resulted in 
significant progress at the school. 

       Within two years:
• A mission statement was written and adopted. 
• Handbooks for parents and faculty were drafted with the help of 

Hillsdale Academy.
• School uniforms were instituted, removing one of the distracting social 

pressures so prevalent in other schools.
• Thirteen acres of property were acquired for a future site of a new 

campus.
• The school expanded to include grades seven and eight.
• The board expanded to include a lawyer, a retired accounting professor, 

a state senator, and a public relations professional.

When I see the bright-eyed students and hear them sing their school song, tears 
come to my eyes and I cannot help but whisper to myself, "Thank God for kids, 
committed parents, and dedicated teachers—and that there is a school where 
religious values can be taught daily to these impressionable minds."

Gaylord Swim, Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees (1994–2005).
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Principals of American Heritage School

Allen Keith
(1970–1972)

Glenna Peterson
(1972–1984)

Norris Goold
(1984–1985)

Geneve Cornell
(1985–1993)

Linda Boothe
(1989–1994)

Maxine Kerttula
(1994–1997)

Claranne Garrett Duke
(1997–2002)

Fred Roberts
(2002–2005)

Grant Beckwith
(2005–present)
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Board of Trustees 2020–21

Top: Dr. James D. Stice, Daniel Burton (Chairman), Dr. Ralph van der Beek, David Stirling, Brett Gerlach
Middle: Shannon Brown, Shelaine Maxfield, Dr. Jenet Erickson, Janine Miner, Lauralyn B. Swim

Bottom: David Andersen, Kadee Stratton, Scott Pulsipher, Dr. Matthew Sperry



 |       1876       |       1896        |       1903       |      1968       |       1970       |       1972        |       1975       |      1986       |

OLD LDS CHAPEL
American Heritage school founders acquired 
an old chapel in Pleasant Grove, Utah, 
and opened with 85 students enrolled.  
Enrollment doubled from 85 to 163 students.  
The first Board of Trustees included H. Verlan 
Andersen (Chairman), Dr. Smith Broadbent, 
Dr. Gary Beus, Dr. Eldred Johnson, Joe 
Ferguson, Allan Keith, Wayne Keith, and 
Glenna Peterson. 

UPPER and LOWER 
CAMPUS
The church divided Brigham Young Academy into 
two entities: Brigham Young University on the 
“upper campus” and Brigham Young High and 
Brigham Young Elementary on the “lower campus.”    
H. Verlan Andersen, Laurie (Bankhead) Swim, and 
other future founders of American Heritage School 
personally attended or enrolled their children for 
many years in Brigham Young Academy. 

BRIGHAM YOUNG 
ACADEMY
Brigham Young directed Karl G. Maeser to 
found Brigham Young Academy, a secondary 
school independent of the church and 
the state, which grew to include grades K 
through 12 as well as a growing number of 
post-secondary students.

AMERICAN HERITAGE CHOIR
Under the direction of Kay Asay, the American 
Heritage Children’s Choir sang at the Grand 
Canyon, the Mesa Verde Visitor Center, and at 
Zion National Park.  Marva Johnson began a 
string program. A widow by the name of Mrs. 
Greene freed the school from debt, and it has 
been debt-free ever since. 

CALLED TO SERVE
School founder Dr. H. Verlan Andersen 
was called by President Ezra Taft Benson 
to serve as a general authority. 

PATRIOTIC PROGRAM
H. Verlan Andersen commissioned teachers 
Geneve Cornell and Kay Asay to author 
a patriotic program titled, “The Spirit of 
America Speaks,” which has been produced 
annually each spring and has grown to 
become a one-of-a kind “pageant of 
Christian Liberty.”  

DR. H. VERLAN ANDERSEN
At the closing of Brigham Young High and 
Brigham Young Elementary, Dr. H. Verlan 
Andersen met with a group of other BYU 
professors and parents with the intent of 
re-establishing a private school to have their 
children’s academic learning enhanced and 
enlightened by principles of morality, religion, 
liberty, and patriotism.  Founders named it 
American Heritage School.

FINANCIAL STRAIN
As a result of financial strain, the Board of 
Trustees of Brigham Young Academy voted to 
transfer the academy to The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints.
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 |       1992       |       1995        |       1996       |      2000       |       2001       |       2002        |       2003       |      2004       |
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BOMBS BURSTING IN AIR
Jared Cornell begins the annual tradition of 
firing a cannon signifying the start of a new 
school year (his first year teaching at AHS). 
This tradition is a powerful reminder of the 
sacrifices which have been made for the 
liberty we enjoy.

NEW CAMPUS
With capacity for 400 students, the new 
American Fork campus welcomed teachers 
and students to its location across from the 
Mount Timpanogos Temple. Fred Roberts 
served as principal of the school assisted by 
Trudy Pace and Paula Christensen.  Student 
enrollment continued to increase and the 
number of teachers increased to meet the 
need. 

SHAKESPEARE WEEK
Shakespeare literature was taught using 
F.A.C.E. curriculum.  LaReta Brinkerhoff’s 
8th grade class performed “The Merchant 
of Venice.”  The play script was written by 
Mrs. Brinkerhoff, and costumes were created 
from used clothing purchased from Deseret 
Industries. 

UNIFORM DRESS CODE
Gaylord Swim and Maxine Kerttula, principal, 
wrote and compiled the school’s first parent 
handbook.  The uniform dress code was also 
adopted.  Delta Science was introduced as a 
hands-on science program and Saxon Math 
was added to the curriculum.  Lauri Updike 
introduced “Pre-hugged Teddy Bears” to the 
list of service traditions.

GROUNDBREAKING
Construction on the new school began in 
September 2001.  Students and families 
attended the groundbreaking.  House Rep. 
Martin Stephens attended, commenting on 
the school's success because of its principle-
based curriculum, "Morals are the foundation 
we build our society on."

F.A.C.E. TRAINING
Claranne Garrett, principal, Paula 
Christensen, Trudy Pace, Marsha Clark, and 
Linda Strong traveled to Virginia to attend 
the Foundation for American Christian 
Education (F.A.C.E.) training at StoneBridge.  
After extensive review, the Board of 
Trustees voted to adopt selected F.A.C.E. 
methodologies and curriculum.

GAYLORD K. SWIM
School founder Dr. H. Verlan Andersen 
passed away.  The next year, Gaylord Swim 
and his family joined the school, and Gaylord 
was elected Chairman of the Board of 
Directors.  The school added the 8th grade, 
completing a full K-8 program.  Many families 
participated in a “Dusting Scholarship” as a 
service-for-tuition agreement. 

FAMILY EDUCATION 
RESOURCE CENTER 
Under the direction of John P. Covey, the 
Family Education Resource Center began 
offering free monthly lectures, starting with 
Stephen and Sandra Covey’s lecture on “How 
to Build a Beautiful, Celestial Family Culture.”  
Summer Youth Camps began Aug. 2003, and a 
homeschool history curriculum was developed.



 |       2005       |       2006        |       2007       |      2008       |       2009       |       2010        |       2011       |      2012       |

LYCEUM PHILHARMONIC
The American Heritage Lyceum Philharmonic 
was named “Best Youth Instrumental Group” 
by Best of State Utah. Enrollment surpassed 
500, and a community youth chorus was 
acquired.  

The first foreign exchange students (from 
Korea and Venezuela) were welcomed to the 
school.  

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
& BUILDING EXPANSION
High school students enrolled, and growth 
continued in elementary and middle school.  
Ground was broken in October 2008 for 
the building expansion.  Generous students, 
patrons, and donors gifted over $4 million 
to complete the school-wide facilities 
expansion.

NEW BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES CHAIRMAN
Gaylord Swim, Chairman of the AHS 
Board of Trustees, passed away.  His wife, 
Laurie Swim, was unanimously elected 
to take his place as Board Chairman, and 
Grant Beckwith was invited to serve as 
principal.  Enrollment quickly surpassed 400, 
outgrowing the capacity of the recently 
constructed building.

INAUGURAL GRADUATING 
CLASS
Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the LDS Quorum 
of the Twelve Apostles delivered the 
Commencement Address to the inaugural 
graduating class.  The school announced its 
Campus Master Plan, establishing vision for 
additional acreage and facilities in future 
years.  

LATTER-DAY LEARNING
WORLDWIDE
In 2012, the first version of The Family 
School was introduced.  Later, under the 
direction of Peter Knecht, Family School 
My Way was introduced with new tools 
to further simplify and enrich teaching for 
over 20,000 children in over 50 countries 
worldwide.

NEW AHS HONOR CODE
As representatives of AHS, students, 
parents, and employees are asked to 
review and sign an Honor Code Statement 
each year, agreeing to keep the two great 
commandments (Matt. 22:36-39) as they 
"Always Honor and Serve."

DISTANCE EDUCATION
Distance education and other internet-
based products were introduced to reach 
families around the world. Community impact 
increased as one of Utah’s premier student 
orchestra programs was acquired (remaining 
open to the community), and extracurricular 
athletics were launched, along with the 
annual Family Forum and Foundations 
Training events for the community.

FACULTY ENRICHMENT
AHS faculty and staff embarked on a rich 
educational experience visiting historic sites 
on the East Coast.  Led by tour director 
Lauri Updike, the group visited Jamestown, 
Williamsburg, and Yorktown, VA. Visits in 
Washington, D.C., included monuments, me-
morials, U.S. Capitol, Supreme Court, Library 
of Congress, Mount Vernon, and many more 
sites.  All returned renewed by a dose of 
history which strengthened curriculum.174



COVID-19 & AHS ONLINE
AHS not only survived but thrived during 
the 2020 coronavirus outbreak.  Additional 
AHS Online courses were launched, and 
nearly 4,000 new families around the 
world signed up for a free subscription 
of American Heritage Worldwide Family 
School Online. A new part-time option 
called “AHS Essentials” was offered to 
provide families with flexible options.

PATRIOT ARENA & OUT-
DOOR ATHLETIC SPACES
The 2018–19 school year started with 
beautiful new facilities, including a Patriot 
Arena, playing fields, and grounds. More 
than 200 students were added to the school 
community and thousands more joined 
online, with families and students taking 
courses in all 50 states and more than 70 
countries. 

USSA STATE CHAMPIONS
Both the boys and girls varsity basketball 
teams won the state championship in back-
to-back games.  On-campus enrollment 
surpassed 850 students as the demand for 
faith-based, character centered education 
continued to rise.  

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING
Experiential Learning Week was launched, 
engaging high school students in a week of 
project-based, service oriented field-study, 
and applied learning experiences directed by 
dozens of AHS teachers.

 |       2013       |       2014        |       2015       |      2016       |       2017       |       2018        |       2019       |      2020       |

CAMPUS EXPANSION
The school received donor funding from AHS 
families to acquire an additional 11 acres 
of adjoining land, bringing the total land 
acquisition to 28 acres in the course of 18 
months.  The windows of heaven opened 
and additional funding was received to 
construct Phase 1 of the campus master plan 
including an athletic center, outdoor athletic 
fields, and expanded play areas for students.

SCHOOL ACCREDITATION
American Heritage School was officially 
granted full accreditation by the NWAIS 
Board of Governors, and Grant Beckwith, 
Head of School at AHS, was appointed to 
the NWAIS Board of Governors.  The NCAA 
recognized AHS and approved its high school 
and distance education credits for purposes 
of college admissions of NCAA student 
athletes.  

YOUTH CHORUS TOUR
The American Heritage Youth Chorus toured 
the Midwest with stops at LDS Church 
history sites.  The choir embarks each year on 
a service and performance tour, presenting 
free musical firesides for stakes of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

UHSAA STATE CHAMPION
After American Heritage officially joined the 
Utah High School Activities Association in 
2018, AHS senior Naomi Noot captured the 
school’s first UHSAA state championship 
when she won the Class 2A/3A state girls 
tennis singles title in the fall of 2019.
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American Heritage School  wil l  be an effective educational  resource 
for parents worldwide in assisting children and families 

to realize their  divine potential .

OUR VISION



A M E R I C A N  F O R K ,  U T A H
E S T .  1 9 7 0

“We have grown up together,  learned together,  and become one 
together.  I  look forward to taking the next steps into the future with 
you,  stepping into a world that desperately needs the Savior and His 
l ight .  Where much is  given,  much is  required.  We have been prepared 
and are now ready to do what the Lord requires of  us .  His  perfect  love 
can change the world,  and our responsibil ity  is  to be instruments in 
His  hands to spread His pure love to others . ”

                                              –Holly  (Welch)  Saltmarsh,  Class of  2011


